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order attending at western gates and top-dressing for plants, 
trees and plants, repairs of public stables, pumps, flag- 
jnclosures, extra labor in rcmoving snow, &c.; for 
pt, gown and rebuilding four chimneys on the Capitol ; 
for one pulkbead, containing ox lights; baize doors, com- 
: for one large fan-light and frame, ten feet by five 
meaining thirty-seven lights, and for three additional 
amps for the Capitol, and alteration in water-works and 


For po repairs of the President’s house, gardener’s 
giary, laborers, cartage, tools, manure and straw for top- 
i ; for repairs of copper roof, new floor in basement 

gory, chimney tops, trees for Fountain square and Penn- 
nia avenue, and for repairs of fence at Lafayette 
, Fountain square, and President’s garden, $3,177. 
or galary of public gardener, $1,200. 
For flagging in front, and the court on the west side of 
ge Treasury building, $3,655. 

For repairing —— done to iron pipes by freshet, and 
t d’eau, $! ,800. 
For repairing 


Ce inting the Capitol, $10,000. 

For Painting the President’s house, $4,500. 

For removing Persico’s statues from the navy-yard to 
ge Capitol, preparing the pedestal, erecting the statues, 
gd inclosing the same with iron railing, $1,350. 

For painting, glazing, and whitewashing the Post Office, 





For furniture for the President’s house, to be expended 


eds of the sale of such decayed furniture as he may direct 
be sold, $20,000. ; x 

The question was taken on each branch of the 
amendment separately. 

Mr. ADAMS proposed toamend the first clause 
of the amendment, by inserting the following: 

For erecting a monument over the grave of Major Gen- 
eal Macomb, $1,000. 

Mr. WELLER raised the question whether 
these amendments could be entertained, being the 
appropriation of sums of money for objects which 
were not provided for by any existing law. 

The point of order, after some desultory con- 
yersation, was overruled, and the amendments 
offered by Mr. Pratt were severally adopted. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to amend that portion 
of Mr, Prarr’s amendment which related to the 
furniture, &c., of the President’s house, by add- 
ing the following: . 

Provided, ‘That no part of that sum shall be expended for 
the purchase of wines and other liquors. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested that Governor 
Polk, our next President, did not use wines or 
liquors of any kind. 

he vote was taken by tellers; who reported 
—ayes 70, noes 45. 
he amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WINTHROP moved to strike out all the 
later clause of Mr. Prarr’s amendment, and 
insert the following: 

For refurnishing the house of the President with articles 
of American manufacture on or before the 4th day of March 
next, in addition to the proceeds of the sales of the present 
furniture , $20,000. 

On this amendment, on division, there were— 
ayes 55, noes 56. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HARDIN moved an amendment the same 
a the above, omitting the words ‘* American 
manufacture.’’ 

On a division there were—ayes 62, noes 56. 

The amendment was adopted. 


= original amendment, as amended, was 


ted. 
Mr. BARNARD moved the following; which 
was negatived: 


Por repairing the furnaces and reconstructing the same, 
in the President’s house, $900. 


Mr. HALE moved a reduction of the salary of 


the Treasurer of the United States $789 73, which 


he stated to be equal toa sum received by him 
year, for which there was no authority of 
w. 


. Messrs. WELLER and DROMGOOLE ob- 
jected to the amendment, and produced the law 
under which that sum had been received by the 


reasurer. ¥ 
The amendment was negatived. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to insert, for 
extra clerk hire in the offsce of the First Comp- 


troller, $3,500. 
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On a division, there were—ayes 67, noes 29; 
no quorum voting. 

r. J. R. INGERSOLL called for tellers. 

Messrs. Brenecie and A. V. Brown were ap- 
pointed; and they reported ninety in the affirm- 
ative. 

The amendment was accordingly adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the item of $2,200 
was increased to $4,000 for labor, as one of the 
contingent expenses of the southeast executive 
building. 

Several other amendments were offered and 
negatived. 

r. J. R. INGERSOLL moved an amendment 
appropriating $30,000 for the marine hospital at 
New Orleans; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, moved the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of line three 
hundred and eleven: 

For the payment of Jeremiah Smith, jr., as per schedule 
to the Sac and Fox treaty, concluded 11th October, 1842, 
and the act of Congress of 3d March, 1843, for carrying into 
effect the provisions of said treaty, $4,000. 

Mr. D. stated that it was impossible for the 
committee to vote understandingly upon this 
amendment, unless he could be permitted to make, 
as he wished to do, a very few remarks in expla- 
nation of it. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Davis, of Indiana) 
stated that it was out of order. The gentleman 
from Iowa could not be allowed to debate his 
amendment. (Here there was a general cry of 
‘* Hear him!’’] The gentleman from lowa, with 
the consent of the committee, might make a brief 
explanation. 

r. DODGE, of Iowa, said that the adoption 
of his amendment had become necessary to en- 
able a highly worthy and much injured constituent 
of his to receive from the Treasury of the United 
States a sum of money which had been appropri- 
ated for his relief, now more than fourteen months 
since; but which, by an error of the officers of 
the Government, had been paid to another indi- 
vidual, to Jeremiah Smith, sr., instead of Jere- 
miah Smith, jr. lt was not for him to say which, 
or whether any, officer of the Government was 
to blame for this fraud upon the Treasury; but 
he would say that it and the subsequent refusal 
of the officers to pay the real claimant, had been 
made to work a great hardship. The conduct of 
the late Secretary of the Treasury (J. C. Spencer) 
in regard to this matter, has been most extraor- 
dinary and inexplicable. He wrote to the claim- 
ant soon after the commission of the fraud, and 
stated that he could not be paid until another ap- 

ropriation was made, the former being exhausted; 
Pat in answer to a resolution which he had intro- 
duced at an early day of the present session, the 
Secretary said that no further action was neces- 
sary on the part of Congress to enable Mr. Smith 
to draw his money; and at the same time informed 
him (Mr. D.) that Mr. Smith’s money would be 
paid to him upon the senintes of adequate 
authority. Here Mr. D. sent a letter from the 
late Secretary to himself, in corroboration of this 
statement, whieh was read by the Clerk. Mr. D. 
then went on to remark, that notwithstanding this 
letter, and the presentation of adequate authority, 
sull the money was withheld, and would never 
be paid, he verily believed, unless this appropri- 
ation was made. In the mean time, Mr. Smith 
had to suffer a loss of most, if not all, of his real 
estate, which was perhaps the most valuable in 
Iowa. It had been mortgaged, Mr. Smith rely- 
ing upon the money due him from the Govern- 
ment for its redemption. This he would have 
received in ample time to save his land, but for 
the erroneous and unfortunate payment of it, as 
before mentioned. Mr. D. hoped that justice 
would now be done, by the adoption of his amend- 
ment. 

The seer was then put, and the amendment 
adopted. 

Mr. PARMENTER proposed an increase of 
the appropriation for extra clerk hire in the Navy 

t, from $3,000 to $10,000. 
he motion was negatived. 
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On motion of Mr. HARPER, several small 


items of appropriations were inserted, for cover- 
ing, inclosing with rails, and otherwise completing 
the Patent Office. 


On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, a proviso 
was appended to the item for clerk hire in the Post 
partment, to prohibit extra pay to clerks 
for extra services, 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, an amendment 
was adopted, for the purpose of making some pro- 
vision for various surveyors’ offices, the precise 
purport of which was not heard. 

In the item for draw-keepers, oil for lamps, ma- 
chinery, &c., for the Potomac bridge, of $5,500, 
on motion ef Mr. KIRKPATRICK, it was made 
to include arrearages. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the items for the 
various branch mints were changed, so as to assim- 
ilate them to some new estimates which had been 
received. ; 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Strike out all between lines four hundred and sixty-one 
and four hundred and sixty-five, and insert the following: 

For compensation and mileage of the members of said 
Legislative Assembly, pay of their clerks, including libra- 
rian and superintendent of public buildings, printing, sta- 
tionary, fuel, lights, and ull other incidental and miscellane- 
ous objects, 20 25. 


Although out of order, Mr. DODGE begged to 
say that his amendment was in strict accordance 
with the estimate of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. The amendment reported for Wisconsin, 
in the bill of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
now under consideration, was but $8,550. That 
sum was entirely inadequate, The Legislature 
of his Territory had asked, by memorial, $28,000 
to defray the expenses of its session. That me- 
morial had been reported against by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. He sincerely hoped 
that, at least, the amount of the Secretary’s esti- 
mate would be appropriated fur Wisconsin. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment lost. 

On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, the following 
was stricken out: 

“To defray the expenses of carrying into effect the pro- 
visions of the act of the 3d of March last, for surveying and 
suitably marking the northern boundary line of the reser- 
vation for the half-breeds of the Sac and Fox tribes of In- 
dians, to be expended under the direetion of the Secretary 
of War, $500.’ 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved his amendment, au- 
thorizing the purchase of the stock held by indi- 
viduals in the Louisville and Portland canal, which 
is given above. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, moved an ap- 
propriation of $20,000 for continuing the erection 
ofa light-house on Brandywine shoals, on the 
Delaware river. 

Mr. McKAY remarked that there was nosuch 
work in progréss. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, said it had 
been commenced, and the foundation was swept 
away. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Several further amendments were proposed to 
the items under the head of “surveys of public 
lands,”’ and rejected. 

The next branch was that entitled “intercourse 
with foreign nations.” 

Amendments were proposed by Messrs. C. J. 
INGERSOLL and BUR E; which were rejected, 

Mr. HAMMETT moved to insert an item of 
$6,000, being the residue of outfit due tothe widow 
of Commodore Porter, late minister resident at 
Constantinople. He said it was but an act of 
justice that this sam should be paid. 

The amendment was rejected by a majority of 
60 to 59. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, an item 
of $9,000 was inserted for the outfit of the minister 
to Brazil. 

The next item was for outfits of ministers to 
Brazil and Russia, and of cha des affaires to 
Portugal and Buenos Ayres, $27,000. 

Mr. WHITE said provision bad already been 
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in oa vereati dine Hardin, Harper, laps, Henley, Herrick Hoge, Houston, € might so sq » to ify the “om munity’ j | 
eome conversa ‘on ensued, in the course of | Hubbell, Hudson, fashington Hunt James B. Hunt, || which they dwelt. They Stand up for What’ . - 
which it wag explained that the outfit for the | Jaiurles J. Lngersoit, Joseph KR. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Cave | rigorously believe to be right whether : they dud 
Brazilian minister made on the motion of the gen. | yohnson, Perley B: Johnson, George W. ones, Andrew | ; inci irtue, ular or M 
tleman from Pe ™ Mr.J R lua ee || Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel Pp, cing, Kirk trick, | » popular; for principles based ON Virtue; for pd! 
~_ tor Bae winey vama (Mr. J. R. NGERSOLL,] | Leonard, Lyon, Marsh, McClettand, Mclivaine, Edward sovernment; the friends of order, of the laws and Th 
was for Mr, V ise; but that the like item in this || J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Owen, Parmenter, Pat- || of religion, ey had, doubtiess, errors in th , 
clause was for Mr. Proffit. || terson, Payne, *yton, Phenix, Pollock Elisha R. Potter ; f which, in hie ; their M 
‘ ‘epee | Pratt, Preston Ramsey Rathbun, Ray Chari M. venets; one o ~ a2 to his Judgme t, Was that u 
Mr.C. J. 4 NGERSOLL Stated that the pres- || Reed, eding, "Relfe, Ritter Roberts, Robinson, Redne OF non-resistance in the present Condition » the at 
ent minister to Russia had signified his intention | Rogers, Russell, St, Jonn, Sample, Senter, Severance, Da. world. But, even in this, may they n onl os 
to return, ; a | vid L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John 'T. Smith, in advance of their age and Seneration; fo, wh. ° 
Mr.WH ITE, to avoid embarrassment, divided || Thomas Smith, Caleb Bf Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, did not see in the advanced March of ciyilinn:.” on 
his motion 80 a8 to take the vote, first on Striking || Stetson, John Stewart, Stone, Strong, Thomasson, Thom th f I : IZatio from 
Out che d “Runeie 449.6 . ~ || 80n, Tibbates, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, egermso universal peace and Christian brother hither 
ut the wor Ussia,”’ and $9,000 o the appro- || Welter, Wentworth, Wethered, Wheaton, White, Wi. 00d, which, in all human Probabi] ty, must wp the 
Priavion, i} liams, Winthrop, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—133. no distant period, rvade all nations > In : that th 
Lellers were called for; and Messrs. Breneve || NAYS— wnt Arrington, Atkinson, Bower, Bowlin t conditi h Id h . 
and Woonw > were inted. ‘Thay re { || Aaron v, Brown, Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Au- |/ Present condition o on wae coh could not, how. m qu 
ARD Were appointed. _ Lhey reporte; | queens A. Chapman, Cobb. Daniel, Dromgoote Dunean, || Ver, “pprove of the tenet which they held Of re. saver’ 
eighty-one in the affirmative, Which was deemed i Holmes, Hopkins, Hubard, Hughes, Jameson, Lueas, fusing to perform militar duty; but the Obstinac ared 
sufficient; and the amendment was adopted. |} Lumpkin, Mathews, McKay, Murphy, Emery D. Potter, |! with which they adhered to such tenets even g rhe 
Mr. WHIT E then Proposed to strike Out the || David gs, Reid, and Woodward—2¢. fering im risonment and fine j their . : 
ol 66 *» uf + . . i] . ° 5 P n e Support quon 0 
word Brazil, 4nd $9,000 of the &ppropriation, '| The House then adjourned. evinced at least the Sincerity and Steadf; tness of alread 
he amendment wag negatived, I! — their principles, He wished the memorial to ropos 
. ac HALE ieee an amendment in rela- The separa, Petitions, presented ai were handed || first read, and then the letter accompan ing it, 
On to the expenditure o Previousappropriations || to eT Porters by the members presenting them : The memorial and letter were acco 
for sites for marine hospitals; whic after some By Mr. STONE; he petition of sundry citizens of Har- I "tingly read woe 
: I r , din county, Kentucky, in favor of the annexation of 'T as y the Secretar ~ af 
conversation, in which Mr. SMITH of Illinois, || » Unita a. eee i leone M BERRIEN b d that % 
eoreek, ‘ || £0 the United States ; which Was referred to the Committee r Served that it was & memo. momen 
Mr. Ff RENCH, Mr. HALE, and Others, took || On Foreign Affairs. rial the nature of which, in his Opinion proper] Georgis 
Part, was rejected. oe Mr. P Phil yo, Pennsylvania : Eight petitions from raised the uestion of reception » Properly tg 
PRA. Sean | Citizens o iadelphia, askj te f - : A 

_ Mr. t RENCH submitted an amendment mak- | uralizatin laws to twennins mecha ieee “ss eee The PR SIDENT remarked that such would He, f 

pai 2 Pitta of oe for a hos- | Paynter, jr., J. B. Strafford, and others; whiten were referred || be the uestion. rale in 1 

tals at Pitts ure, &e.; which Was rejected, to the Committee on the Judiciary, Mr. HITE 10ped not The memorial had dt 

. > Te ; . . . sorte ‘ 
; A r HAM LIN offered an amendment to pro- | = the elec EERICK : eae ar. the ein omg Felating reference to the prospective effect of adding new that the 

a ‘ a no outfit, nor any pay or emolument ton to the eity of New Yaw . territory to the Union—not to slavery as it now inthe U 

. oe . = eee to 7, minister appointed By Mr, FRENCH: Resolutions and Proceedings of a pub- |} €Xists in the United States, he exis! 

by ” resident until such appointments were ite meeting, Eamon distinction of party, of the citizens of Mr. BERRIEN called for the yeas and hays; ent Unic 

confirmed by the Senate, | re county, Ke ts the eww the meee Maya || winey, BER ordered, ie men 
T he amendment, after some conversation, and dissenting voice, «that ue treaty submitted by the Presi. Mr. WHITE inquired how the question of tion of 
many Suggestions to amend, was rejected. dent of the United States, proposing to annex the Republic || rece tion arose ? annexati 

Mr. HAMLIN afterwards submitted hisamend- || ot Texas to the United States, ought not to be ratified,” The PRESIDENT explained that, according it would 

oa restricted to the oe of such ministers; ee to the usage of the Senate, the question of rece ists deen 

Ut it was again rejected, tion arose Spontaneously with the Presentation of involve t 

"DA VIS, of Kentucky, submitted anamend- IN SENATE. any petition or memorial, the tendency of which Power ne 

ain to prevent the Payment of compensation to Tuorspay, June 6, 1844, related to the uestion of slavery, west agai 

a > . > ~ ° 

confirmed users until their @ppointment was The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a r BERRI Stated that, averse ag he was ment, of : 

yen. Rt is and ot b sommunication from the Treasury Department, || to the introduction of aay discussion whatever ot. It 

L amenc man rae rejected; and also subse- in answer to a resolution of the 30ih ultimo, con. || on the subject into the national Legislature, yet, proper tc 

quently ina varied form. cerning duti iron: wh; id on || believing this paper came within the rule of th their viev 

end oooh. :, uHes On railroad iron; which was laid on & tals paper c _ " wir a 

; ae canon! Section was then —— to ee the talle. ; nate, (which from its language he could Not at our Gove 

© legalize certain “Ppropriations therein made, all doubt,) he felt it to be his dut to resist ity triction 
, i ME) ITC. oven peaks - 

Mr. McKAY moved a long additional section, VEMORIALS, ETC : reception. It protested against the contin coming f 
making appropriations for deficiencies in the ap- Mr. PEARCE resented the Proceedings and of slavery. It bid not, itis true, ask for the ‘abo. He held « 
Propriations for the various Departments for the |} memoria] of a meeting of citizens of Baltimore lition of slayer »”” butit protested against its con. morialists 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1844, county, Mar land, remonstrating against the tinuance; and € could see no difference, in effect Texas or 

Mr. BARNARD inquired the aggregate amount annexation of Texas to the United States; which |! or Principle, between that and abolition He manner ij 
eg to oly those deficiencies, were laid on the table, ae Should now move to lay the question of reception opinions — 

t. McKAY replied that it would not exceed Mr. WHITE said he held in his hand the me- |! on the table, different { 
$140,000. | morial of & meeting of the Society of Friends Mr. WHITE protested against this Proposi- plication ¢ 

The amendment was adopted, | Convened from the tates of Indiana and Illinois tion; and on it he raised the question of order, Mr. BE 
_Mr. SEYMOUR offered an amendment in rela- | and the western part of Ohio, at ndlanapolis, || the memorial having been read, and thereby re- placed in 
tion to widows’ pensions. | remonstrating against the annexation of Texas ceived. He Save notice that if this motion pre- wose fron 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of || to the United States, The Principal ground al- vailed, he would every day, for the remainder of felt to be } 
order, leged by the memorialists for this remonstrance |! the Session, raise the question of reception, and would sho 
Mr. SEYMOUR appealed from the decision of || was, that such annexation would have the effect debate it throughout the morning hour, this questi 
the Chair. i of upholding, continuing, and €xtending slaver Mr. PH S demanded the yeas and nays on issociates 
The question being put, the decision of the 1 in the United States and of involving this coun- the motion to lay the question of reception on the sects whic] 
Chair was sustained. | try in an unjust War with a friendly nation now |! table; and the were ordered. atall times 
On motion of Mr. McK AY, the committee rose, |/ &t peace with us, © memorialists, in a letter t. CRITTE N rose to make a sugees- o introd 
and reported the bill with the amendments, || *ecompanying their mmonstrance, advised him toe. He thought if his friend from Georgia de- where the 
Mr. TIBBATTS moved the amendment Which || that the Sentiments and language they uttered On |/ liberated for a moment on the character of the ing rule o 
ie had offered in committee, for the purchase of | this occasion were the Sentiments an langu memorial and the memorialists, he would see that conviction 
the stock in the Louisville and Portland canal. of the large body of their Society, consisting of e might, with great propriety, withdraw his ob- operation 
Mr. HALE rose to a question of order. not less than twenty-five thousand, istinct from jections. The memorialists disclaim being oper- he had nog 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman wil] State his || @ small body which had Separated themselves ated upon by, or acting with, Abolitionisus From the perforg 
Point of order. from the main body of Quakers, and united with || the beginning of this Government to the present constituen 
_ Mr. HALE. | ig that the amendment is not |/ Abolitionists. Ang he would himself undertake day, the Quakers have held the same mild opin- wed that 
in order, [A laugh. to say that they had not only spoken the virtuous |! ions on this subject, and have an put them annexatio) 
The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of || sentiments of twenty-five thousand Qua ers, but forward as their honest convictions. But further account o 
order. ofa very large portion of the intelligence and re. than this ex ression of their opinions, they have continuing 
. Mr. TIBBATTS then moved the Previous ques- Spectability of the West He would 0 further, not gone, ey have offered their advice—noth- very now 
tion on the bill and amendments. and undertake to Say that, within less than eigh- ing more, In Oing this, om acquit their con- ‘0 the con 
1e demand for the previous question was sec- |/ teen months from this time, these will be the uni- Sciences, and they are satisfied. They are not United Stg 
Onded; and the question being put on the first | versal sentiments of a very large Majority of the |/ like Political Abolitionists—they stir up no strife, themselve 
amendment, namely, that of Mr. Po.iock, pro- || Citizens of the United States. This portion of |} for ¢ ey are opposed to strife. They oppose the annexatio 
viding for the purchase of articles of American |! the merican people had only spoken in advance annexation o Texas because they are opposed “ion of sla 
manufacture for the use of the Government, the || of what will be the prevailing o Inion everywhere || to the extension of slavery. He did not think there migi 
yeas and nays were demanded, and ordered; and |! in less than twelve months. he annexation of || that in this their memorial came within the rule of the me 
being taken, resulted—yeag ] 33, nays 26; as fol. €Xas will be a ead question within that period. || or u of the Senate which ulres the ques- tule. Bu 
lows: Te too some pride in being Selected as the 0 D || tion o reception to be raised. is. to discussing refer, too 
, YEAS—Messrs, Abbot Adams, Anderson, Ashe Bar | Of presenting thig memorial and remonstrance, the subject, he thought, considering the manner ‘O8titutio 
Tinger, Barnard, Benton, Bidlack, ames Black, Blackwell, Cause they came from a body of men who, while |/ in which it had been han by our Secretary of 'st8 not ¢ 
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gate, and the way in which it had been already 
ipbated in the Senate, (on the Texas treaty,) it 
not worth while now to be fastidious about 
He could assure his friend from Georgia he 
no more an Abolitionist than he was; but he 
uld not see anything in this memorial to pre- 
jude its reception. : 

Mr. BARROW desired to hear the memorial 
yo letter again read. E 

They were read accordingly. 

Mr. MOREHEAD regretted exceedingly that 
, question of this sort should arise in a body 
shich had been heretofore so entirely free from 
ycitement on this subject. He had risen merely 
wsay that, while he would vote with his friend 
gom Georgia in upholding the rule which had 
hitherto worked so well, he was not able tocome 
the same conclusion which he had arrived at, 
iat the object or tendency of the memorial now 
n question was to strike at the institutions of 
davery as they exist in the United States. It oe 
peared to him that the memorial applied merely 
the effects which would result from the annex- 
gion of Texas, and not to the institution which 
siready exists within the present Union. If the 

ropositions of the memorialists applied to the 
stitution of slavery as it now exists in the Uni- 
ed States, Without reference to the effects of add- 
ig a foreign territory, he would not hesitate a 
noment in giving his vote with his friend from 
Georgia to lay the question of reception on the 
uble. 

He, for one, would then be ready to uphold the 
le in the spirit in which it had always been re- 
gorted to. But he could not think with his friend, 
hat the memorial touched the question of slavery 
in the United States; and the rule applies solely to 
ieexistence of those institutions within the pres- 
wt Union. Itcould apply tonothingelse. Now, 
the memorial remonstrates against the annexa- 
ion of Texas on the two.grounds, that, by this 
anexation, the slavery which would come with 
would be an extension of what the memorial- 
ists deem an evil; and that this annexation would 
involve the United States in a war with a friendly 
Power now at peace. He understood it as a pro- 
wstagainst the introduction, under our Govern- 
nent, of additional territory with slavery attached 
wit. It seemed to him to be nothing more than 
proper to permit these memorialists to express 
their views as to the effects of this measure upon 
orGovernment. He was not disposed to place 
restrictions upon the free expression of opinions 
coming from any citizens of the United States. 
He held opinions different from those of the me- 
morialists as to the effects of the annexation of 
Texas on our institutions, but he thought the 
wanner in which the memorialists offered their 
opinions presnnses a state of the case altogether 
different from that which would demand the ap- 
plication of the rule of the Senate. 

Mr. BERRIEN found himself very reluctantly 
placed in the situation in which he was; but it 
wose from acting up to his conviction of what he 
felt to be his duty. The course he had pursued 
would show that he was not disposed to obtrude 
this question upon the national Legislature. His 
associates knew he had no peculiar views or ob- 
jects which could induce him to do so. He had 
atall times abstained from any course calculated 
0 introduce this exciting topic into councils 
where | were out of place. There was a stand- 
ing rule of the Senate opposed to it; and under a 
conviction that this memorial came within the 
operation of that rule, he had appealed to it. If 
he had not done so, he should have fallen short of 
the performance of a duty which he owed to the 
constituency he represented. It could not be de- 
ued that the object of the memorial is to avert the 
annexation of ‘Texas to the United States, on 
account of the effect it would have in upholding, 
continuing, and extending the institution of sla- 
very now existing in the United States. It refers. 
'o the continuing and upholding of slavery in the 
United States. If the memorialists had confined 

themselves to the simple declaration that, by the 
annexation of Texas, there would be an exten- 
sion of slavery, against which they remonstrated 
there might be some force in what had been gai 
of the memorial not coming strictly within the 
tule. But the words upholding and continuing 
refer, too obviously to be doubted, to the slave 
‘nsttutions of the United States. The memorial- 
‘sis not only declare themselves opposed to the 
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exjension of slavery in the United States by the 
annexation of Texas, but to the upholding and 
continuance of slavery; and this certainly could | 
not be construed into anything less than hostility 
to the institutions of the slaveholding States. He 
regretted that this subject had been excited into 
discussion; it was not his intention that it should; 
for he had taken it for granted that, when the 
question of reception was raised, it would, as 
usual in the Senate heretofore, be acquiesced in 
without debate—the memorial itself so obviously 
contemplating an interference with institutions 
and interests shielded from such interference by 
constitutional compact. He maintained that the 
memorial was within the legitimate operation of 
the Senate’s own rule; and, entertaining this con- 
viction, he felt that he only discharged the duty 
pane upon him by his position in the Senate; 
and he did so, not merely in reference to the effect 
of agitating this subject on the South, but on the 
whole country. If the operation of the rule was 
to be withheld from this memorial, a door would 
be thrown open to the ingress of others that could 
not fail to embroil the Senate in discussions of the 
most exciting and dangerous character. He was 
not to be intimidated by the threat of reiterating 
this question every day. He wished to intercept 
the first step; but if, on this question, gentlemen 
would get up a discussion, he could not feel him- 
self at liberty to abstain from the expression of 
his own views—leaving to those who incited it to 
abide the responsibility of whatever excitement 
might ensue. 

Mr WHITE rose; but, observing that it was 
considered out of order to proceed, he remarked 
that he desired to be heard, and, if necessary for 
that purpose, he would, after this question was | 
disposed of, offer a resolution on which he would 
be entitled to speak. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he believed the ob- 
ject was merely to receive the memorial and lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. WHITE said, if he could get at it now, 
that would be his motion; but he understood the 
question was on laying the question of reception 
onthe table—which he held not to be in order, the 
memorial having been received, as shown by its 
being read. 

Mr. ARCHER, who had just come to his seat, 
asked the Chair what was the pending question. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it was on laying 
the question of reception on the table. The point 
of order raised by the Senator from Indiana was 
overruled. 

Mr. WHITE. Then, to get at my motion, I 
shall have to vote against the pending question. 

The question was then taken on laying the 
question of reception on the table, (which would 
carry the whole subject with it;) and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Atherton, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Fairfield, Fulton, Haywood, 
Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Rives, Semple, Sevier, 
Walker, Woodbury, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Hannegan, Hunt- 
ington, Manguin, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Upham, White, 
and Woodbridge—24. 

The question then recurred on the reception of 
the memorial. 

Mr. WHITE called for the yeas and ye on 
this question; but before he sat down, at the re- 
quest of his friends, withdrew the call. 

Mr. ATHERTON renewed the call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDENT stated that unless objected 
to, the question would be taken jointly on the 
reception and laying on the table. 

Objection was made; so the question was taken 
simply on the reception, and resulted—yeas 27, 
nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Clay-» 
ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, 
Hannegan, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 
Phelps, Porter, Semple, Simmons, Sturgeon, Talimadge, 
Omer White, Woodbridge, and Wright—27. 

Y¥S—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Berrien, 
Fulton, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Rives, Se- 
vier, and Walker—12. 


So the memorial was received. 

Mr. WHITE disclaimed, on behalf of the me- 
morialists, any responsibility in having been the 
occasion of the first division in the Senate upon 
this subject, or in anything that had occurred to- 
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day respecting it. He now moved to lay the me- 
morial on the table, as the matter to which it 
referred was not under reference to any of the 
committees. 

ae memorial was accordingly laid upon tke 
table. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Philadelphia, calling themselves native 
Americans, asking that foreigners shall be re- 
quired to prove a residence of twenty-one years 
after their declaration of becoming citizens, before 
they can be entitled to the rights, privileges, and 
immunities of native-born citizens. In presenting 
this memorial, however sorry he should feel to be 
found dissenting from the opinions of any of his 
constituents, he felt bound to say that he was far 
from concurring with the memorialists as to the 
necessity for altering the present law of natural- 
ization. His conviction was that foreigners, who 
gave this country and its institutions that prefer- 
ence which induced them to make it their perma- 
ment residence, ought to be entitled to citizenship 
as soon as they were ready to give satisfactory 
et that such was their object. But, as it might 

e difficult to act upon the presumption of inten- 
tions, he believed, on the whole, the law as it now 
stood, was best calculated to obviate all difficul- 
ties; and he thought foreigners ought not to object 
to it, seeing that, in many of the States, a native 
citizen cannot remove into them and enjoy all the 
privileges of State citizenship till aftera two yeara’ 
residence. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, with an amendment, accompanied 
by a report, the House bill for the relief of Fur- 
guson and Reid. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, several documents relating to the claims 
of Fearson, Curshan, & Co., as to the remission 
of duty on certain cotton imported from Texas, 
and destroyed by fire in New Orleans; and asked 
that the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the same. The committee 
was accordingly discharged. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, with an amendment, 
the House bill for the relief of John Sands. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, with an amendment, 
the bill to recognize the sale of public lands in 
Louisiana in certain cases, and for other pur- 


oses. 
P Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill for the relief of George S. Gains, and recom- 
mended it to be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a bill for the establishment of 
a Smithsonian institution for the increase of 
knowledge amongst men; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER asked his friend from Delaware 
to call up a little pension bill, which would have 
to pass the House yet, and ought not to be 
delayed. 

Mr. EVANS objected to taking up anything 
out of its order on the Calendar. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a joint reso- 
lution for the relief of David Shaw and Solomon 
S. Corsu; which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. CHOATE gave notice of a bill he would 
ask leave to introduce for remunerating Professor 
Morse for his electro-magnectic telegraph. 


MARK SIMPSON. 


Mr. SEVIER now moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orders, and take up the bill for the relief of 
Mark Simpson. 

Mr. EVANS resisted any motion interfering 
with the general orders as they stood on the 
Calendar. 

Mr. BAYARD did not know that the objection 
of one Senator should prevail. 

Mr. SEVIER said the bill was for a pension to 
poor old Mark Simpson, of Delaware, and would 
not consume five minutes’ time. 








Mr. BAY 
already. 


y rior; 
Mr. EVANS still objecting, 


An act for the relief of James Ritchie; 
A division was called for, and resulted—ayes An act for the relief of J. Pemberton Hutchin- 
20, noes 11. | son, late consul of the United States at Lisbon; 
So the previous orders were postponed; and || An act for the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co., 
the bill was taken up, considered, and ordered to and others; 
be engrossed for a third reading. | An act renewing certain naval pensions; 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. | An act for the relief of William de Buys, late 


, : | postmaster at New Orleans; 
On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Senate || An act to continue the pensions of certain wid- 
went into executive session; and after some hours 


| OWS; 
spent therein, adjourned. 


| An act relating to certain collection districts, 

| and for other purposes; 

- OF REPRE | An act granting a pension to James Duffie; 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. An act concerning furloughs in the naval ser- 
Tuvrspar, June 6, 1844. 


vice; 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. An act for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of 
Mr. HAMLIN desired to offer a resolution call- 


Fulton county, State of Illinois; 
ing upon the Committee on Public Buildings and An act for the relief of William Buren; 


Grounds to inquire and report for what the late || _An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
appropriations made to purchase furniture for the | ury to grant a register to the British boat therein 
President's House had beenexpended. He said || Mentioned; : 

he understood that a part of such appropriations } A resolution concerning the copper rock of Lake 
had been expended in the purchase of wines and Superior; 

iquors for he President’s cellar. A resolution suspending the joint resolution, 

ir. ©. J. INGERSOLL objected to the reso- 

lution. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer his resolutioh; and on 
that he called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, 

Mr. PRATT said, with the permission of the 
House, he could give such an explanation as 
would obviate the necessity of taking the yeas 
and nays on this motion. fie then proceeded to 


explain that there had been no such expenditures 
| 
| 











providing for the printing of additional copies of 
the Journals and public documents; which was 
also read a third time, and passed; and 

A resolution relating to the public lands ap- 


pertaining to the armories at Springfield and Har- 


per’s Ferry. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate entitled ‘* An act for the relief of Henry 
Gardiner and others, directors of an association 
called the New England Mississippi Land Com- 
pany,’’ reported the same without amendment, 
and it was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McKAY from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the payment of Navy pensions for the year 
ending 30th June, 1845; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


as the gentleman from Maine seemed to allude 
to. 


After some conversation, Mr. AAMLIN with- 
drew his motion. 


NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 


A resolution submitted by Mr. Repina on the 
3d of January, which was laid over from that 
day to the present, directing the Clerk to furnish 
each member wiili such newspapers as he may 
want, not exceeding the price of three daily news- 
yapers, was called up on the motion of Mr. 
D Vis, of Indiana, who said they had been re- 
ceiving the newspapers, and that it was necessary 
there should be some order made for their pay- 
ment. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. PEYTON said the reporter had uninten- 
tionally fallen into two or three errors in the re- 
| port of the remarks which he had submitted to 
| the committee on yesterday. He was represented 
| as calling his competitor, in the last canvass for 
a seat on this floor, a Federalist. This was a 
The following executive communications were || mistake, and had originated, no doubt, in this 
presented to the House by the SPEAKER: way: he had held up a book in his hand contain- 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury ad || ing the names of many Federalists of the old 
interem, transmitting the residue of the informa- || school who are now Democrats; said he had read 
tion required by the resolution of the House of || their names from that book when canvassing his 
the 11th ultimo, in relation to a statement of the district with his competitor, But he did not call 
duty collected on certain articles imported into him a Federalist. 

New York during the month of March, 1844. He had been represented as saying that his col- 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, league (Mr.C. Jounson]} had advocated direct tax- 
transmitting, for the information of the House of || ation in a speech here the other day. He had 
Representatives, a report from Professor Samuel || Said that his colleague Mr. [A. Jounson] had 
F. B. Morse, announcing the completion of the argued strongly for direct taxation, though he dis- 
electro-magnetic telegraph between Washington claimed being an advocate of direct taxation. — 
and the city of Baltimore, as authorized by the | He was also represented as saying that this (di- 
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act of the 3d of March, 1843, to test the practi- || rect taxation) was the favorite system of his col- 
cability of establishing a system of electro-mag- league, [Mr. C. qreneety See that his colleague 
netic telegraphs by the United States; and that said he was bred a tailor. is colleague, Mr. [A. 
the perfect practicability of the system has been || JoHNSON,] in hisspeech on the naval appropriation 
fully and satisfactorily established by the work | bill, had alluded to the circumstance of his being 
ulready completed; which was referred to the ] a tailor, and he (Mr. P.) thought his brother tai- 
Committee on Commerce. lors would not thank him for a policy that would . 
bring them on a level with the paupers of Europe. 
Mr. P. said he was asked by his colleague if he 
meant any disrespect to the tailors in the remarks 
he had made. If his colleague had paid any at- 
tention to his remarks on yesterday, he would 
have been saved the trouble of asking such a 
ton; question. His colleague’s allusion to the fact of 
An act to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, || his being a tailor, several days ago, in his speech 
in the river Delaware; on this floor, had induced him (Mr. P.) to allude 
An act declaring the assent of Congress to the || to that subject to show that he was not represent- 
State of Illinois to impose a tax upon all lands || ing the true interest of the tailors, when he argued 
hereafter sold by the United States in that State, || so strongly against the tari, and in favor of 
from and after the time of such sale; '| direct taxation. He stated at the time that the 
An act supplementary to an actentitled ‘An act || tailors were as respectable a class of people as 
for the relief of William Wynn,” approved Au- || any in his district, and he took pleasure in saying 
gust 11, 1842; | that he reckoned many of them among his per- 
Anactauthorizing the opening of'a canal around |! sonal and political friends. 


SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills and joint resolutions from | 
the Senate were read a first and second time, and | 
committed: | 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ful- |} 
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ARD said it had Jain over six months || the Falls of St. Mary, at the outlet of Lake Supe- 


June § 


Mr. P. said he wished to disavow an 
plaint towards the reporters. He was ind 
surprised that, in a Hall so badly constructed 
hearing, and with such an uproar as was ke fo 
in their neighborhood, and from the rapi tup 
desultory manner in which he spoke, they - 4 
give so full and accurate a report of whai ee 


say. 

Mr. A. JOHNSON asked leave to explain: 
which was granted. Mr. J. said his collear. 
was as much mistaken in the position he assumed 
a few days since, while making his remarks y : 
the manner and mode of collecting the revenue 


necessary to support the General Government, ast 
’ 


the reporter was in mistaking Cave for Andrew. 
for he had expressly said he was not an advocat, 
of what was commonly called direct taxes; byt 
he had gone on to prove in that argument how 
much cheaper the State of Tennessee could ¢o|. 
lect the $1,775,000 now proposed to be raised of 
of Tennessee as her proportion of the $36,000,009 
necessary to defray the aggregate expenses of the 
Federal Government. He had said that Tennes. 
see could prescribe a mode for the collection of 
this $1,775,000, and could collect it and pay it 
over to the Federal Government, and save man 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to her people 
and thereby lighten their burdens. He would 
now pm ey what he had said on a former occa- 
sion—that it cost the people of Tennessee, by the 
operation of the present tariff, more than eight 
hundred thousand dollars to get this $1,775, 
into the Treasury of the United States. The 
present tariff made every merchant in the country 
a collector of the public revenue. 

The merchants, in the first place, paid the 
$1,775,000 to the Federal Government in the pur- 
chase of their goods; this $1,775,000 was added 
to the first cost of the goods; upon the first cost 
the merchant laid his profit of from fifty to a 
hundred per cent.; consequently, the mechanics 
and farmers of the country, who bought and con- 
sumed those goods in their families, paid over 
eight hundred thousand dollars as collection fees, 

e repeated that this sum could be collected for 
something like $7,000 instead of $800,000; and he 
had added to this amount $146,000 that might be 
saved to Tennessee under a proper system of tax- 
ation upon her slaves; but his remarks would be 
published at full length in due time, and there 
would be no misunderstanding in relation to this 
matter. And as to the protection it gave tailors, 
it is something like ten or twelve cents a head, 
while they are taxed, on all the articles they used 
in their families, not less than fifty dollars a head. 
This, he thought, the tailors throughout the coun- 
try would understand as well as his colleague. 
His colleague had made an allusion to his pro- 
fession; he now asked him if he did it out of any 
disrespect to the profession or referable to him. 

Mr. PEYTON disclaimed any such intention. 
He had alluded to the fact, by stating that he did 
not think his colleague truly represented the in- 
terests of that class of mechanics of which he was 
himself a member. 

Mr. A. JOFINSON expressed himself entirely 
satisfied with the explanation. : 

Mr. KING, of New York, said he desired to 
make a personal explanation. He had not seen 
the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Peyron,] as published this morning; buthe 
was informed that the gentleman from Tennessee 
had said on this floor that a Democratic member 
of this House from New York had said to him, 
or in his hearing, that James K. Polk would not 
receive the vote of a single electoral college except 
that of South Carolina; and that that vote wou d 

depend upon the cuprice of a single individual of 
that State. How far the gentleman from Tennes- 
see may consider it consistent with his honor to 
throw an imputation upon more than twenty men, 
and refuse to designate the person, was for him- 
self to determine. He would not express an opin- 
ion upon that point; but he would say that, so far 
as that imputation applied to him, as one of the 
Democratic members from New York, the impu- 
tation was entirely destitute of any foundation in 
truth. On the contrary, sir, so far from enter- 
taining such an opinion, my confidence in the in- 
tegrity and constancy of the unterrified Democracy 
of this country is such that I am induced to ho 


and believe that James K. Polk will receive the 
vote of my own native State—New York 
| with it the vote of a large majority of the States of 
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jous Union. ‘“ Everything for the cause 

a for men,”’ is the motto of Democracy. 

Mr. ATKINSON said, as the courtesy of per- 

gitting explanations had been liberally extended 

ntiemen here, he hoped a like courtesy would 

be extended to ‘Texas. He had a memorial 

in reference to annexation, which he desired leave 
i present, that it might be laid upon the table. 

pjection was made; and the memorial was not 


peeved. — Con TESTED ELECTION. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Wetver in 
he chair) stated that this was the day fixed for 
the consideration of the resolution reported by 
the Committee of Elections in relation to the con- 
yst between Mr. J. M. Botts and Mr. J. W. 
Jones, for the seat in this House as the Repre- 
gotative of the sixth congressional district in 
Virginia; on which the House had agreed to hear 
the contestant at the bar. 

The resolution before the House, reported from 
the committee, declared that Mr. J. W. Jones 
was duly elected, and entitled to the seat. 

Mr. HOPKINS reminded the House that it had 
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pay it resolved to hear the contestant at the bar, and he 
man moved that the same privilege be extended to the 
eople, sitting member; for, under the rules of the House, 
would the Speaker had no right to speak except in Com- 











occa- mittee of the Whole. 


ry the Mr. ELMER suggested that both the contest- 
eight ant and the sitting member be restricted to one 
15,600 hour, as were the members of this House. 


The Mr. HOPKINS said the one-hour rule would 
untry apply to those gentlemen, as a matter of course. 
The motion of Mr. Hopkins was then adopted. 


d the Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, inquired if he under- 
€ pur- stood the Speaker to assent to the position that 
added the one-hour rule of this House would apply to 
t cost the gentlemen to be heard at the bar in this case ? 
toa The SPEAKER pro tempore replied in the 
anics afirmative. 
d con- Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, again inquired if 
Over the Speaker decided that the one-hour rule ap- 
1 fees, plied to any other persons than the members of 
ed for this Louse ? 
ind he The SPEAKER pro tempore assented. 
rht be Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said if such was 
f tax- the decision, he should appeal when the proper 
ild be ume came. [Cries of ‘* This isthe proper time.’’] 
there Well, then, he would take an appeal now. 
0 this Mr. JAMESON called for the yeas and nays 
ilors, on the appeal. 
head, Mr. WINTHROP suggested that this was not 
‘used the proper time to settle the question. If the gen- 
head. tleman from Virginia [Mr. aoe had spoken 
coun- one hour, and desired to speak further, the ques- 
ague, tion would then properly come up. 
pro- Mr. HOPKINS said it was due to the gentle- 
f any man from vee [Mr. Botts] that the question 
im. should be settled now for his guidance in the ar- 
ition. rangement of his argument; though, as the gen- 
e did tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wintnropr] had 
\e in- intimated, the question would properly come up 
2 was hereafter. But on what ground would the con- 
testant be here atall? On the ground that he was 
irely arightful member of this House; and hence the 
tule of the House, while it embraced the mem- 
ed to bers of the House, would also embrace the gen- 
seen tleman himself. 
ssee, Mr. HALE hoped the one-hour rule, odious at 
ut he all times, but particularly so in such a case as 
ossee this, would not here be applied. The gentleman 
mber from Virginia (Mr. Botts} came here and com- 
him, lained that he was deprived of the seat to which 
| not ¢ was rightfully entitled, and that the people of 
cept that district were deprived of their proper Repre- 
ould sentative; and he trusted he would ee Fally heard 
al of on the arguments of the case, and that the deci- 
nes- sion of the Chair would not be sustained. 
yr to Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said the rule of the 
nen, House on which the decision of the Chair was 
nim- based, applied, in express language, to the mem- 
pin- bers of the House exclusively. The rule was in 
o far these words: 
the “No member shall occupy more than one hour in debate 
upu- n any question in the House or in committee.” 
nin ‘Who was the member of this House from the 
iter- Richmond district? Had that district two Repre- 
> in- sentatives on this floor? According to the inter- 
racy potation of the Speaker, that district had two 
10 epreseritatives on this floor—a position which it 
e was only necessary to state to show its absurdity. 
_Mr. HOPKINS inguired if the one-hour rule 
8 of did not apply to the sitting member. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said it did; but he 
intended, at the proper time, to move a suspension 
of that rule in relation to the argument of that 
gentleman on the case. There was a contest 
which involved seven hundred contested votes, 
and questions connected with the qualifications of 
those votes, which no human being could prop- 
erly discuss within one hour. To enforce such a 
restriction was a mockery of the contestant; it 
was an insult to the claimant of this seat and to 
the gentlemen who voted for him; and if he (Mr. 
D.) was in that gentleman’s place, he would scorn 
to accept such a limited time as one hour in a mat- 
ter of this character, and he would walk out of 
this House without saying one word. 

Mr. HAMLIN said it would be recollected that 
when the resolution was adopted by which the 
House agreed to hear the gentleman from Virginia 
at the bar of the House, he put directly the inter- 
rogatory, whether the contestant member would 
be allowed a privilege or a right beyond that en- 
joyed by the sitting member; and he was then told 
that no such right would be given. He believed 
the Chair was right then, and he had no doubt 
that the Chair was right now. He would like to 
hear on what principle of equity, of parliament- 
ary law, or of justice, any man could come here 
to contest the right of a sitting member to his seat, 
and claim rights superior to those enjoyed by the 
sitting members of this House. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Davis] 
said if he was in the place of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Botts,} he would refuse to eon 
a paltry hour, and would turn round and walk 
out of the House. That gentlemen also talked 
about the great questions involved in this contest. 
and he complained of the application of the heur 
rule to it. ell, in relation to the one hour rule, 
he agreed with the gentleman from Kentucky. 
He never had voted for the one hour rule, and 
never should; but so long as it was one of the 
rules of this House, it should be sustained; and 
he should vote to sustain it. Did the gentleman 
from Kentucky vote for that rule? The gentle- 
man said here was a great question affecting the 
qualifications of seven hundred voters in oneof the 
congressional districts of Virginia; but had that 
gentleman forgotten that a case came up early in 
the present session affecting the right to their 
seats of the members of some half dozen States; 
and that they were limited by the one hour rule? 
The great questions of the currency, the tariff, 
and others of great national importance, were 
also limited by this paltry one hour rule. How 
was it, then, that the rights of the voters in one 
district in Virginia had awoke the sympathies of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, when they were 
not enlisted in cases of national importance? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, replied that, in all 
other cases, two hundred and twenty-three mem- 
bers could speak on this floor; but, in this case, 
the gentleman from Virginia alone could be heard. 

Mr. HAMLIN inquired if two hundred and 
twenty-three members could not also speak on 
the questions involved in this case? as he to 
shut his mouth, and be a listener only? He de- 
nied that such was the case. Let, then, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia occupy his hour, and if his 
argument was such as to require it, he would vote 
for an extension of that gentleman’s time. 

Mr. ADAMS said he hoped this question would 
be decided upon principle, and not by a party 
vote. The rule of the House applied to members 
only, and could not properly be made applicable 
to the parties jn this controversy. hile the 
question of the right to a seat here was pending, 
and the House was engaged in deliberating upon 
it, neither of the gentlemen claiming the right 
(though one had been admitted to a seat) could 
be considered as a member of the House, and 
consequently the rule was not applicable to them. 
The Speaker, are as a claimant for the seat 
which he had been admitted to occupy tempo- 
rarily, did not stand in the capacity of a member. 
He appealed to the candor, the generosity, and 
fairness of the majority, to place no restriction 
upon the parties in relation to the time which 
they should be permitted to occupy. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL observed that, if the 
sitting member were to appear at the bar in his 
capacity of Speaker, he could not be permitted 


Speaker, tosaya word. But in this case he was 


to be heard at all. He would have no right, as 


not standing in the capacity of Speaker of this 
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House, nor even in the capacity of a member, but 
as a claimant for a seat upon this floor. The 
spirit of the rule was to prevent an undue con- 
sumption of time—there being two hundred and 
twenty-three members who were all entitled to 
—_ upon all questions which came before the 

ouse—and was not applicable to a case like the 
present. 

Mr. JAMESON said, having no doubt that the 
decision of the Chair was right, and being desirous 
to economize time, he would move the previous 
question. 

Mr. COBB moved that the appeal be laid upon 
the table. 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were 
ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 102, 
nays 76. 

o the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Mr. PA'TTERSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer a resolution providing 
that two hours be allotted to each of the contest- 
ing parties for presenting their arguments to the 
House; and called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ELMER proposed to amend by substi- 
tuting one hour and a half. 

The question being put on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, it was negatived; and the rules 
were not suspended. 

Mr. BOTTS, after expressing his acknow.edg- 
ments to the House for permitting him the priv- 
ilege of occupying the floor, even for one hour, in 
attempting to establish his claims to a seat, pro- 
ceeded with his argument. He spoke upwards of 
an hour, going into an examination of the rights 
of various classes of persons, whose votes were 
rejected, and into an elucidation of the laws of the 
State of Virginia, and of the General Government, 
on the subject of the elective franchise. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, followed in reply to 
his-competitor, and in defense of his right to his 
seat. 

Mr. ELMER said, as some explanation of the 
action of the committee might, perhaps, be ex- 
pected from him, he would trouble the House 

| with a very few brief remarks. He trusted the 

| House would be as ananimous in its decision of 

| this question as the committee had been. He 
argued that the committee could not have come 
to any other conclusion than they did, even if they 
had followed the requirements of the contesting 
candidate [Mr. Botts] himself, in regard to the 
allowance or rejection of votes. And he said, 
further, that it was a case which ought never to 
have come before the House, for there was no 
good ground on which the seat of Mr. Jones could 
be contested. He went into an explanation of 
the case at some length, and also of the action of 
the committee thereon. 

Mr. NEWTON said both the majority and the 
minority of the committee had arrived at the same 
result respecting the right of the sitting member; 
but he went on to show that the contest on the 
part of Mr. Botts was not vexatious, nor friv- 
olous. 

(| Mr. HAMLIN also addressed the House, and 
complained of the course pursued by the minor- 
| ity of the Election Committee. He concluded by 
moving the previous question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HAMMETT called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution from the major- 
ity of the Commpiitar of Elections, declaratory of 
the right of Mr. Jones to his seat. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas one hundred and fifty, nays 
none; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Arrington 
Ashe, Barringet, Bayly, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Edw 
J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brengle, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 
Brown, Buffingtou, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, 
Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, Catlin, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chilton, Clineh, Clingman, 
Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Cullom Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Jobn W. Davis, wson, 
Dean, Deberry, Dillingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, ’ 
Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Florence, Foster, Goggin, 
Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Harper, 
Hays, Heniey, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hubbard, Bubpell, 
Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford, Washington H James 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, ohason, 
Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson . Jones, An- 
drew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, P. King, Preston 
King, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lyon, Maciay, Marsh, 
McCauslen, McClelland, McClernand, MeCon McKay, 
Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Murphy, , Nor- 
ris, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Payne, Elisha R. 
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Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Charies M. 
Keed, David 8. Reid, Reding, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, 
Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. 
Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, John T. 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Btetson, John Stew- 
art, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, ‘Thompson, T'ib- 
baits, Tilden, ‘Iyler, Vance, Weller, Wentworth, Weth- 
ered, Wheaton, Williams, Winthrop, Woodward, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yost—150. 
NAYS— None. 


So the resolution was unanimously agreed to. 


Mr. FRENCH desired to vote in the affirma- 
tive; but as he was not within the bar when his 
name was called, his name could not be recorded. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of Government for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th day of June, 1845, the question 
being on concurring with the amendments made 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The amendment first in order was that made on 
the motion of Mr. J. R. Incersoxn for the in- 
crease of the item for the purchase of books for 
the Library of Congress from $2,500 to $5,000, 
the usual amount appropriated. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and resulted—yeas 
73, nays 81. 


So the House refused to increase the appropri- 
ation. 


The next amendment was that proposed by 
Mr. Prart, as follows: 


For annual repairs of the Capitol, attending furnaces and 
water closets, lamp lighting, oil, laborers on the Capitol 
grounds, tools, keeping iron pipes and wooden fences in 
order, attending at western gate, and top-dressing for plants, 
for trees and plants, repairs of public stables, pumps, flag- 
ging, inclosures, extra Inbor in removing snow, Re, for 
taking down and rebuilding four chimneys on the Capitol, 
for one bulkhead containing ox-lights ; baize doors, com- 
plete; for one large fan-light and frame, ten feet by five, 
containing thirth-seven lights, and for three additional 
lamps for the Capitol, and alteration in water-works and 
fish pond, $9,084. 

For annual repairs of the President’s House, gardener’s 
salary, laborers, cartage, tools, manure and straw for top- 
dressing; for repairs of copper roof, new floor to base- 
ment story, chimney tops, trees for Fountain square and 
Pennsy!vania avenue, and for repairs of fence at Lafayette 
equare, Fountain square, and President’s garden, $3,177. 

For salary of public gardener, $1,200. 

For flagging in front, and the court on the west side of 
the Treasury building, $3,655. 

For repairing damage done to iron pipes by freshet, and | 
fixing jet d’eau, $1,800. 

Ec repairing the figure in the tympanum of the Capitol, 






For painting the Capitol, $10,000. 

For painting the President’s house, $4,500. 

For removing Persico’s statues from the navy-yard to the | 
Capitol, preparing the pedestal, a statues, and 
inclosing the same with iron railing, $4,350. 

For painting, glazing, and whitewashing the Post Office, 


For furniture for the President’s house, to be expended 
under the direction of the President, in addition to the pro- | 
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The next, for repairing the figure in the tym- 
panum of the Capitol, was agreed to. 

| On the next item, for painting the Capitol, 
| $10,000, 

Mr. McDOWELL demanded the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
were—yeas 40, nays 111. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The next branch, for painting the President’s 
House, was negatived. 

The next was agreed to, as follows: 


| 
| For removing Persico’s statues from the Navy-yard to 
the Capitol, preparing the pedestal, crecting the statues, 








and inclosing the same with iron railing, $1,350. 


The next, for painting, glazing, and white- 
| washing the Post Office, was adopted. 


On the last branch of the amendment, for fur- 


|| niture, d&c., 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, were—yeas 35, nays 122. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The amendments allowing additional clerks in 
the First Comptroller’s office, and an increase of 
appropriation from $2,200 to $4,000 for labor in 
the southeast executive building, were concurred 
in. Also, the amendment making an appropria- 
tion of $30,000 for a naval hospital at New Or- 
leans, and sume other inconsiderable appropria- 
tions for various purposes. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called forthe yeasand nays 
on the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole, on the motion of Mr. Houston, making 
appropriations for various surveyors’ offices in 
some of the western States; and they were ordered, 
and resulted—yeas 44, nays 116. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Various other amendments were concurred in, 
without any objection. 

Mr. HOLMES then moved an adjournment; 
on which the yeas and nays were ted, and re- 
sulted—yeas 84, nays 75. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE: 
Fripay, June 7, 1844. 


Mr. SEMPLE presented a petition from the 
Latter-Day Saints, of Missouri, stating that the 
Governor of that State had expelled them at the 

| point of the bayonet, and praying fora liberal 

| grant of lands in one of the Territories, whereon 

| to set themselves up again; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Philadelphia, similar to that he pre- 
sented yesterday, praying for such an alteration 
of the naturalization law as will require of foreign- 
ers a residence for twenty-one years after their 
declaration of intention to become citizens before 


ceeds of sale of such decayed furniture as he may direct to they can be entitled to the rights and privileges of 


be sold, $20,000. 


Mr. HARALSON desired that the vote should 
be taken upon the different branches of the amend- 
ment separately. 





The question was accordingly put upon the 
first branch; and it was adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS proposed again the amendment 
which he had o Seed in committee, to appropri- 
ate $1,000 for the erection of a monument to Gen- 
eral Macomb. 

The SPEAKER said, as the amendment had 
been ruled out of order in committee, and had not 
been reported, it could not be entertained. 


On the second branch of the amendment, * for |! 


annual repairs,’’ &c., a division was called for; 
and no quorum voting, tellers were demanded, 
and Messrs. Wintrror and Hopkins were ap- 
pointed; who reported—ayes 80, noes 36. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The third branch, ‘‘ for salary of public gar- 
dener, $1,200,’ was agreed to. 

On the fourth, “‘ for flagging in front, and the 
court on the west side of ie Sressury building, 
and fixing jet d'eau, $3,655,” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and being taken, 
were—yeas 46, nays 103. 

The amendment was not concurred in. 

The next branch, for repairing damage done to 
iron pipes by freshet, and fixing jet d’eau, $1,800, 
was agreed to, on a division—yeas 66, nays 46. 


native-born citizens; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the memorial of 
a special meeting of the association of American 
geologists, held at Cincinnati, praying Congress 
to have the reportand accompanying maps, made 
a few years back by David Dale Owen, of the 
survey of the western mineral region, printed; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition, very nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Norfolk, Virginia, 
remonstrating against any interference with the 
present tariff law; which was laid on the table. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Philadelphia, 

raying for such alteration in the naturalization 
~~ as shall require of foreigners a residence of 
twenty-one years, after filing their declaration of 
intention to become citizens, before they can be 
entitled to the same rights and privileges as native- 
born citizens. He had observed that, in two or 
three instances recently, the panes who pre- 
sented similar memorials from the same quarter, 
accompanied them with the expression of their 
own sentiments on the subject. Although it was 
quite an unusual thing for him, on the occasion 
of presenting a memorial, to indulge in any ob- 
servations, he should now so far depart from this 
course, as to remark, in opposition to the dissent 
expressed by those gentlemen, that he entirely 
concurred with the memorialists in the prayer of 
their memorial. This was a subject which, he 
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was sorry to say, had not as yet suffici 
tracted the attention of the people = the U, a 
States. There was, he thought, a growin ag 
bination of circumstances, which furnished am iL 
ground for the conclusion that the great mass t 
uneducated foreigners, wholly ignorant of the cs 
ture and value of our institutions, annually - 
ing into the country, could not, within the me 
period of five years fixed by the present law = 
come fit to exercise, with a due sense of their 
value and responsibility, the rights and privi. 
leges of native-born citizens. The premature ex. 
ercise of such rights had grown to an evil of great 
magnitude, of which there had, unhappily, but 
too recently been a painful demonstration, if no 
other person in the national councils should take 
up this subject, he would, himself, in the proper 
time—when that party should come into power 
which would give effect to views of sound polic 
—introduce some measure such as the memorial. 
ists justly concluded had now become necessary 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of Ellen 
Willard, widow of Captain Julius Willard, pray- 
ing for remuneration for the use of her late hus- 
band’s inventions for making shot by machinery, 


NATIONAL INSTITUTION. 


Mr. CHOATE presented the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Library, on the subject of the na- 
tional institution. 

Also, a bill (the title to which was not heard) 
which was read once, and ordered to a second 
reading. 








MORSE’S TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. CHOATE, pursuant to notice yesterday 
e—. asked and obtained leave to introduce a 

ill for the purchase and construction of Pro- 
fessor Morse’s electro-magnetic telegraph, from 
the city of Baltimore to the city of New York; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


MARK SIMPSON. 


The engrossed bill for the relief of Mark Simp- 
son was read the third time, and passed. 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 


The general orders then brought up, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the Senate bill No. 88, to 
provide for the remission of duties on railroad 
Iron in certain cases, with three amendments, re- 
ported from the Committee on Finance. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
whenever any iron in bars, fitted and prepared, without 
any further manufacture, to be laid down for permanent use 
on any railroad or inclined plane, shall be imported into 
the United States, within the period of five years from the 
passage of this act, by any State or incorporated company, 
the same shall be admitted to entry, upon the giving, by 
said State or company, or its authorized agents, good and 
sufficient bonds, with sureties to the satisfaction of the col 
lector of the port where said iron may be imported, for the 
payment of the duties chargeable thereon in three years 
from the time of such importation ; and whenever it shall 
be proved, tothe satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, that any of such iron has been actually and permanently 
laid down for use on any railroad or inclined plane in the 
United States, within the said period of three years, he 
shall cause the bond given on the importation of the iron 
so laid down, or so much thercof as is applicable to said iron, 
to be canceled and discharged, — the payment of all fees 
and expenses chargeable to the United States by the officers 
of the customs where the same was imported, in conse- 
quence of such importation. 

Sec. 2. And be it er enacted, That whenever any 
iron, fitted and prepared as described in the first section of 
this acty shall have been imported into the United States 
since the 14th day of July, 1832, and shall have been or 
shall be actually and permanently laid down for use on any 
railroad or inclined plane in the United States, within three 
years from the time of such importation, the Sec 
the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to remit and refund, out of any money in the 


ury not otherwise , the amount of duties which 
— have been upon such importations, and to cancel 
and discharge any bonds given upon such im or 


portations, 4 
so much of the same as is applicable to the iron so lai 
down, upon payment of all fees and expenses which may 
have been paid or may be payable to any officers of the 
customs, by reason of such importation. 


And the following amendments submitted by 
the Finance Committee: 


In line five, after “ plane,” insert “ weighing not less 
than fifty pounds to the lineal yard.”’ 

In line six, strike out “ five” and insert “ two.”” 

In line seventeen, 
any other iron 


after ‘* States,”? insert “not to replace 
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After line twenty-three insert : 
, That whenever any such iron, so imported, 
be laid down as aforesaid, to replace other iron re- 
from such road, the iron so laid down shall be enti- 
ped to the privileges herein conferred upon iron laid down 
pot to replace other iron removed, on the payment of such 
goties on the iron so removed as shalji be chargeable, by 
jaw, upon old or scrap iron imported into the United States ; 
jo be ascertained under such lations as shall be pre- 
geribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. EVANS explained at considerable length 
the necessity for this remission of duties. In the 
course of his remarks, he stated that he had sta- 
tistical tables before him, drawn up in reference 
to the railroads and canals of the United States, 
which showed that up to 1840, about one hundred 
wilion dollars had been expended by the States 
and individuals on the construction of railroads 
in the United States; with regard to which, the 
only encouragement given by the General Gov- 
ernment was the remission of about four million 
fve hundred thousand dollars of duties on the iron 
imported for rails. It was estimated that up to 
the present time, the outlay on these railroads 
had reached $140,000,000; the whole remission of 
dutie? amounting to only $6,000,000. The cost 
of iron for rails in England was from £4 17s. 6d. 
to £5 per ton, a tly dollars and fifty cents 
to twenty-five dollars,) and the quantity required 

er mile amounted to $2,500; while the cost of 
os manufactured iron per mile, for other pur- 
poses than rails, was also $2,500 per mile. But 
no offers had yet been made of furnishing domes- 
tic manufactured iron for rails at less than from | 
fifty-five to sixty dollars per ton; and, in fact, no 
rails of this kind were made in this country, ex- 
cept a trifle, perhaps, by the Mount Savage and 
Maryland Iron Company, partly for their own 





use. 

Although this item of $2,500 was a very small 
one in the expenditure of $20,000 per mile on con- 
structing railroads, (the general average,) yet the 
remission of duty on imported rails had consid- 
erably encouraged the extension of the railroad 
system; and he deemed it good policy to con- 
tinue that encouragement. The home manufac- 
turer of iron would gain by it; because, for every 
mile of imported rails laid down, a demand would 
be created for the consumption of his own iron; 
new facilities would be afforded for taking his 
own iron to market, and an expenditure of $17,500 
would be made on American labor and materials 
in the construction of the road. It was, in fact, 
of the same nature as a remission of duties on raw 
materials for the use of domestic manufacturers. 
It could not be objected that vested interests 
would be injured, for not one of the iron compa- 
nies of this country had as yet vested anything 
in the manufacture of iron rails. England, from 
peculiar causes, now furnished all the world with 
railroad iron. Even Russia, the country of iron, 
imported its rails from England; so did Germa- 
ny, France, and Belgium. The latter country 
attempted to make its own rails; but after con- 
siderable loss in the attempt, reverted to the im- 
portation of English rails. He understood one 
of our railroad companies had contracted for iron 
rails from England at four pounds (twenty dol- 
lars) per ton; which showed that competition 
here was out of the question. This England is 
enabled to do in consequence of the vast invest- 
ments of capital in her iron works. These com- 
panies employ only their surplus labor, capital, 
and ore, in making these rails; and they sell them 
ata loss, but wisely, because, if all this surplus 
were thrown into the increase of other articles of 
iron, the profits on the main business would be 
pulled down, and the loss on the whole would be 
much greater than it is on this branch. In fact, 
the profits on the whole enable those companies 
to sustain this loss, which they turn to their ad- 
vantage, under their peculiar circumstances. 

Mr. E. then explained the amendments proposed 
by the committee, which were submitted with a 
view of rendering the bill less exceptionable to 
those who were opposed to it. 

Mr. MILLER next obtained the floor; but, as 
the hour for the special order was at hand, he 
moved to go into executive session. 

_Mr. BERRIEN asked and obtained a suspen- 
sion of the motion while presenting several reports 
from the Committee on the Judiciary. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then went into executive session; 
and, after some hours spent therein, adjourned. 


approved, 
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r. McKAY said he hoped the House would | 


consent to postpone the other orders, and proceed 
with the appropriation bills. 


It was highly im- 
portant that those bills should be disposed of, as 
there were but eight days of the session remain- 
ing. 
Mr. VANCE said he hoped the committees 
would be allowed to present reports, such as would 
give rise to no debate. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he hoped the docu- 
ments on the Speaker’s table would first be dis- 
posed of. 

The following communication from the Post- 
master General was read: 


Post Orrice DePaRTMENT, June 7, 1844. 

Sir: [n the debate which took place in the House of Rep- 
resentatives on the 20th May, as reported in the Intelligen- 
cer of the 2lst, Hon. Garretr Davis, a member from Ken- 
tucky, in substance, charged the undersigned, as Postmaster 
General, with having detailed his subordinate, Samuel M. 
Brown, a special agent of the Post Office Department for 
the Louisiana district, to make a set on him, (Mr. Davis,) 
a candidate for Congress; that Brown left his district and 
official business, in conformity to my orders, and came to 
the State of Kentucky, into Mr. Davis’s district, and en- 

d actively in the canvass then pending between Mr. 
avis and Robert Wickliffe, jr., the nephew of the Post- 
master General. 

If this charge, made by a member of Congress in his place 
in the House of Representatives, be true, I am justly ob- 
noxious to the condemnation of that body, and subject to 
that punishment which is due to an executive officer at the 
head of this Department, who shall so far forget what is due 
to himself, and to the public, as to detail his subordinate 
officer, to leave his station and public duties, and enter 
actively or otherwise into a canvass pending before the 
people, in a contest in which his relative may be a party. 

If it be false, he who make it under the responsibility of 
his Representative character, should be rebuked by a just 
public sentiment. 

I am prepared to prove the charge untrue, in every sense 
of that term, if an opportunity shall be afforded me by the 
House of Representatives, in that mode which is usual in 
such cases. 

I had no knowledge of the fact that Mr. Brown was in 
Kentucky, pending the canvass alluded to by Mr. Davis, 
until I heard of the affray between him and Mr. Clay. Upon 


inquiry, [ was informed that he had been suddenly called | 


to Kentucky, his place of residence, in consequence of 
some domestic affliction in his family, who resided in the 
district now represented by Mr. Davis. 

Of the fact that he engaged in the canvass between Mr. 
Robert Wickliffe and Mr. Davis, I have no other evidence 
than the reported speech of Mr. Davis. 

In the discharge of my official duties, surrounded by dif- 
ficulties and embarrassments such as have not fallen to the 
lot of any of my predecessors, I have made the laws of Con- 

regulating the Department my rule of action. I have 

onestly essayed to administer its complicated concerns 

with the sole desire to advance its usefulness and promote 
the public good. 

I submit respectfully to the consideration of the House 
of Representatives, whether it be not due to me, asa public 
officer, and to themselves and to the public, that the charge 
which has been thus publicly and officially made against 
me by one of its own members, should be inquired into, 
that an opportunity may be afforded the accused to manifest 
his innocence and the injustice of the charge; or, if his 
guilt shall appear, that the punishment due to the offense 
may be meted by the appropriate power. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 


servant, 
C. A. WICKLIFFE, Postmaster General. 
Hon. Joun W. Jones, Speaker House of Representatives. 


moving its reference, but yielded the floor for 
explanation. 

r. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said the House 
would recollect that a few days ago he detailed 
certain facts in relation to the interference of the 
Postmaster General in elections in his State. 
These facts the Postmaster General had not con- 
troverted, and could not controvert. He would 
again read the letter of the Postmaster General, 
which he transmitted to his agent, instructing 
him to take part in the election contest between 
the nephew of Mr. Wickliffe and himself. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he thought there was 
no necessity for the gentleman to repeat the 
charges he had made. 

The SPEAKER remarked that there being no 
— before the House, debate was not in 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked the general 
consent to make an explanation. 

Consent was granted; and : 

ane DAVIS, of Kentucky, was proceeding, 
when 
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charges against the Postmaster General, who 
could notbe heard on this floor in his own defense. 


And this mode of forestalling public opinion, by 
redoubling and reiterating those charges, was 
highly improper. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Davis} was oa 
the permission of the House, which had n 
accorded to him by general consent, to make an 
explanation; and it was now too late to withdraw 
that permission. 

Mr. HAMMETT inquired what was under- 
stood by an explanation; would it apply to a 
speech an hour long? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said he had no in- 
tention of making a speech: he merely wanted to 


| make a statement of facts, and to assure the House 
| that he was prepared, if the Postmaster General 


Mr. C. JOHNSON rose for the purpose of 


Mr. DAWSON interposed. The remarks of 
the gentleman seemed very inappropriate at this 
time. The gentleman had already stated his 


was disposed to controvert those facts, to sub- 
stantiate them. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved a reference of the 
communication of the Postmaster General to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
If the charges made by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky were true, he had no hesitation in saying 
that the Postmaster General ought to be im- 
peached: if they were not true, it was the duty of 
the House to vindicate him from those charges. 

The motion was agreed to; and the communi- 
cation was referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, moved a suspension 
of the rules, to enable him to offer a resolution of 
instructions to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, were—yeas 86, nays 99. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


MONUMENT SQUARE. 


Mr. PRATT moved that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the further consideration of the joint reso- 
lution relating to laying out Monument square; 
and that it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Objections were made, and Mr. P. withdrew 
his motion. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to which was referred the 
bill from the Senate entitled an act to provide for 
the payment of the evidences of public debt in 
certain cases, reported the same, without amend- 
ment; and it was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, from the same 
committee, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled an act to authorize the payment 
of equitable commissions to the agents and attor- 
neys of persons in whose favor awards have been 
made under three several treaties between the 
United States and certain foreign Powers, which 
awards have been retained in the Treasury in pay- 
ment of debts due to the United States, reported 

| the same, without amendment, and recommended 
that it do not pass; and it was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

| Mr. McKAYgfrom the same committee, re- 

| ported a bill making appropriations for certain 
objects of expenditure therein named, in the year 
ending the 30th June, 1844; which was read a first 
and second time, and was then committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate, 
entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of Gideon Bachel- 
dor and other,’’ reported the same without amend- 
ment; which was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. V., from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of the heirs of 
Isaac Snow, Charles Hall, Thomas Thompson, 
Frederick W. Smith, Francis Johnson, 
Pierson, Skelton Felton, O. W. Bailey, and 
Thomas Crown; which were severally laid upon 
the table. , 

On motion of Mi. VANCE, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 

Kinder, Jubilee Posey, and Joel Wh les, and that it 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report upon the petition of Thomas Bing- 
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sam, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read a first and second time, and committed 
# a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. STEPHENS, from the same committee, 
io which was referred the bill of the House to 

rovide for the settiement of the claims of the 
Gtate of Georgia for the service of her militia, re- 
mye the same without amendment, accompanied 

# reportin writing; which was committed to a 

ommittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. COBB, from the same committee, reported 
1 bill for the relief of the estate of Antonio Pa- 
thico, deceased, and a bill for the relief of Bennet 
M. Dell, accompanied by a report in each case; 
which bills were read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
jo-morrow. 

He also, from the select committee to which 
was referred the case of J. W. Nye, assignee of 
Hugh Stewart, and of Bargy & Van Alstinc, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole House 
\o-morrow. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report upon the case of Orange H. Dibble, 
sccompanied by a joint resolution providing for 
the adjustmentand setUement of aclaim of Orange 
H. Dibble, for losses sustained on the Potomac 
»ridge contract; which resolution was read a first 
ind second time, and commiticd to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

He also, from the same committee, made an 
«dverse report upon the petition of Harry Rich- 
wdson; which was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
fom the consideration of the memoria) from citizens of 
Massachusetts, remonstrating against a repeal of the duty 
© salt, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 

nerce, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the House bill, allowing drawback on 
preign merchandise exported in the original packages to 
shihuahua and Santa Fé, in Mexico, and to the British 
Yorth American provinces, adjoining the United States, be 
nade the special order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to amend, so 
«s to include the bills in relation to certain reci- 
procity treatics, 

Mr. PHOENIX accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL objected to the making of 
any bil! a special order at this late period of the 
session. 

Mr, DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to lay the res- 
olution on the table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate entitled ‘‘An act providing for the ap- 
pointment, and regulating the pay of engineers 
and assistant engineers in the revenue service,”’ 
reported the same without amendment; which 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the same committee, made 


& report upon the memorial of Philip J. Fontaine, || 


accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
read a first and second time, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to pro- 
cure and report to this House, at the next session of Con- 
gross, a survey ef the harbor at Cape Porpoise, in the State 
of Maine. 

Mr. LABRANCHE, from the same committee, 
reported back the bill entitled **A bill to establish 
a port of delivery at the city of Lafayette, in the 
State of Louisiana; which was read the third time. 

Mr. SLIDELL objected to the passage of this 
bill, and went on to contend that the port of New 
Orleans was sufficiently extensive. 

Mr. WELLER moved the previous question; 
which was sustained by the House, and the bill 
was passed. 

Mr. LABRANCHE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom were referred the bills of the 
Senate entitled “An act relating to the unlading 
of foreign merchandise or the right bank of the 
river Mississippi, opposite New Orleans,” re- 
ported the same without amendment, and it was 
read the third time, and passed, 


Mr. L., from the same committee, reported a || ation of the memorial of George S. Gaines. 
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| committee, made adverse reports upon the 
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bill to authorize a survey of the river Lafourche; 
which was read a firstand second time, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. KLNG, of New York, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill in relation to clerks and 
others in the custom-house service; which was 
read a firstand second time, and committed to 
~ Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 

On motion of Mr, KING, of New York, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of citizens of Maine, 
New Hampshire, and Massachusetts, for refunding duties 
on railroad iron; the memorial of Russell and Potter; of 
Ingoldsby W. Crawford and Samuel Philips ; of citizens of 
Florida for compensation to Latham Babcock for property 
Jost on Dog Island ; and of Lemuel Williams ; and that they 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
from the Senate for the relief of Henry Newman, 
reported the same without amendment; and it was 
ordered that the said bill be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a resolution respecting receipts issued 
by the Treasurer of the United States in payment 
for public lands; and an act to amend an act to 
reorganize the General Land Office, reported the 
same withoutamendment; and they were read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of 
Hyacinth Lassell, reported the same without 
amendment; and it was ordered to be engrossed, 
and was read the third time, and passed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the bill for the relief of Besiah, an 
Indian, made an adverse report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. DANA, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of David H. Burr, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, from the same 
eti- 
tions of James H. Jenkins, Nathaniel Kuyken- 
dall, and John S. Brooks; which were laid upon 
the table. . 

Mr. STILES, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Walter, Nicoll, & 
Caruthers; which was read twice, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the consideration of the memorial of Peter Von 
ww relative to a dry-dock, and that it be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom were referred the case of 
Elisha Morrell, administrator of Joseph Icard, 
deceased, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read a first and second time, and committed toa 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

He also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the petition of Maria L. 
Nourse; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported a joint reso- 
lution for the appointment of a cadet from the first 
congressional district of Illinois; which was read 
a first and second time, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the same 
committee, made a report upon the petition of the 
heirs of William Grayson, a colonel in the 
Army of the Revolution, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which was read a first and second 
time, and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Adino Goodeseugh; which 





| 








| 


































was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. HUNT, of New York, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
and Lindsey Ward; which was read twice, and 
referred. 

Mr. HUGHES, from the same committe, re- 

orted a joint resolution to pay a balance due the | 
Bhawass Indians, who served in the Florida war; | 
and a bill for the relief of Joseph Bryan, Harri- 
son Young, and Benjamin Young; which were 
read twice, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. HUGHES, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further consider- 
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Mr. HARALSON, from the Commi 
Military Affairs, moved that the Bonnin, r 
the Whole on the state of the Union be disch . 
from the further consideration of the joint rego. 
lution respecting the site of old Fort Way», 
Savannah, Georgia; which motion being saved 
to, on motion of Mr. H. the same was take 
up in the House, and after being read the eecond 
and third time, was — 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported several Senate bills with. 
out amendment. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, to Which 
had been referred the amendments of the Senate t, 
the bill for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
the officers, seamen, and marines of the United 
States schooner Grampus, reported back the same 
with a recommendation that said amendments bs 
concurred in; and they were accordingly con. 
curred in. 

Mr. MURPHY, from the same committee 
reported, with amendments, the bill from the 





| Senate to consolidate the several acts in relation 


to Navy pensions, and the bill to renew tertain 
widows’ pensions; which were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HERRICK, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill from the Senate 
for the relief of Reynell Coates and Walter R. 
Johnson, and William B. McMurtree, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, the bills for the relief of 
William Grove and Lot Johnson; which were 
twice read, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. SEMPLE, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Commodore Jones. 

Mr. C. J. INGE LL, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported the bill to refund the 
daties on certain coffee imported from the Nether- 
lands; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RODNEY, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of Seth Chapin, deceased; which was 
twice read, and refe ‘ 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Bronangh, 
widow of Dr. Bronaugh; which was read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. Mcl., from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the memorial of David Harris. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Isabella Baldridge, 
widow of Captain John Baldridge, deceased ; which 
was read twice, and referred. 

He also, from the same committee, reported, 
without amendment, bill No. 237, from the Sen- 


ate. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFT, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill (No. 75) from the Senate entitled ‘ An act 
granting a pension to George Whitten;” which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of James O. Ray; which 
was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported a joint resolu- 
tion directing the colonel of the corps of topo- 
graphical engineers to cause to be made an accu- 
rate survey of the District of Columbia; and to 
cause to be prepared and engraved a om of the 
city of Washington, including the public build- 
ings and grounds; and also, directing the manner 
of distributing the same; which, i 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, was laid 
on the table. 

He also, from the same committee, reported a 
joint resolution to authorize the President of the 
United States to cause copies of the rational medals 
to be distributed. 

Mr. WELLER moved to lay it on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. PRATT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a joint resolution providing that the mon- 
uments of deceased members of Co , at the 


congressional burying ground, shall hereafter be 
constructed of marble. : 

Mr. WELLER moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, it was re- 

ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
Union. 

of: C. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion from the Senate to continue two clerks in the 
pusiness of reservations and grants under Indian 
treaties, reported the same without amendment; 
which was ordered to be read a third time to-day, 
and was read the third,time accordingly. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. * 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the ensuing fiscal year. 

On the following amendment, the yeas and nays 
had already been ordered: 

For paying to the State of Kentucky, as remuneration 


for receiving and keeping convicts, —— dollars. 
The yeas and nays were taken; and resulted— 
eas 93, nays 66.. 


The other amendments were all concurred in 
without a division. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and 
was read the third time, and passed. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then took up the bill making appro- 

riations for the naval service for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th day of June, 1845, which had come 
back from the Senate with several amendments. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, all the amend- 
ments preceding the provisoes were concurred in. 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of concurrence with the proviso of 
the eecte, which prohibited the expenditure of 
more than half the appropriations made by this 
bill before the Ist of January, 1845. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 36, nays 111. 

So the proviso was not concurred in. 

Some other provisoes were likewise not con- 
curred in. 

The yeas and nays were called on the following 
amendment: 

And for inclosing and grading the square in which the 
depot for charts is collected, for building a house for the 
superintendent, and incidental expenses, $20,000, in addi- 
tion to the sum of $15,000, heretofore appropriated. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55, nays 102. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The question then came up on concurring in 
the following amendment: 


After the words “‘for the navy-yard at Brooklyn, New 
York, $28,618,” in the thirty-sixth line, to insert: 

And the unexpended balance of the appropriation of 
$129,000 made by the act approved the 4th August, 1842, to 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
wavy in the construction of a dry-dock at Brooklyn, New 

ork. 


, Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, called for the 
yeas and nays; which being ordered, the question 
was taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 76, 
nays 84. 

© the amendment was not concurred in. 


The next amendment was to insert, after the 
appropriation for the navy-yard at Pensacola, a 
provision adding thereto the unexpended balance 
of the appropriation of $100,000 made by the act 
of 4th March, 1843, to be applied, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Navy, in the construc- 
tion of a dry-dock at Pensacola, upon’ such plan 
as he may select. 

Mr. BLACK called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 49, nays 111. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 


Mr. MURPHY moved an adjournment. 

The motion was negatived. 

The question being put on agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Davis of Kentucky, to appro- 
— $50,000 for the purchase of water-rotted 


emp, 

The yeasand nays were demanded, and ordered; 
and being taken, resulted—~yeas 84, nays 81. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

An adjournment was moved; which was not 
agreed to. 

The question being put upon the next amend- 
ment, it was ahoped. 

The next amendment, being for the abolishment 
of corporal punishment in the Navy, was agreed 
ae (the question being taken by tellers,)—ayes 

» hoes 57. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed, antl read 


a third time. 


Mr. REDING moved a reconsideration of the 
vote just taken. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill, having been read the third time by its 
title, was passed. 

The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The _ petition of Ephraim Crab- 
tree, and two hundred and twenty others, for a light-house 
on Green Porcupine island, at the entrance of Frenchinan’s 
bay, in the State of Maine. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of Humphrey Mar- 
shall and one hundred and two others, citizens of the city 
of Louisville, Kentucky, and its vicinity, praying the re- 
annexation of Texas to the Union; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The preamble and resolutions 
peas by a meeting of the citizens of Norfolk, Virginia, 
in favor of the reannexation of Texas to the United States. 

By Mr. BLACKWELL: The petition of Elizabeth Cook 
and thirty-one others, asking pay for a wagon and team 
lost by her husband in 1815, while in the service of the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of two 
hundred and sixty-six citizens of Milwaukee county, Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appropriation 
for the constructton of a road from the road of Milwaukee, 
via Hactis’s Rapids, on Rock river, to Fort Winnebago, in 
said Territory ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Also, two petitions signed by one hundred and seven 
citizens of Walworth county, Territory of Wisconsin, | 
asking the establishment of a mail route trom Southport to | 
Beloit, by way of Burlington, Lyons, Geneva, Delevan, 
Darien, Summerville, and Clinton ; and the transportation 
of the mail weekly between the above named towns of 
Southport and Beloit ; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Asaph Smith, of Walworth county, 
Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for a compensa- 
tion in bounty lands for military services rendered in the 
late war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LEONARD: The petition of Mary Stellwager, 
of the city of Philadelphia, widow of Daniel 8. Stellwager, 
late a sailingmaster in the Navy, praying the reénactinent 
of the Navy pension law ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of the widow of Com- 
modore Bainbridge in favor of the reénactment of the Navy 
pension fund. 





IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, June 8, 1844. 


Mr. LEWIS presented the memorial of citizens 
of the city and county of Mobile Alabama, praying 
for the immediate annexation of Texas to the 
United States; also, a memorial from citizens of 
Lowndes county, Alabama, praying for the re- 
annexation of Texas to the Gnived States; also, 
a memorial from citizens of the city and county 
of Mobile, Alabama, praying for the immediate 
annexation of Texas to the United States; all of 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented five memorials 


from citizens of Philadelphia, similar to a number | 


of memorials he had already presented, on the 
subject of the naturalization ae and asking for 
such alteration as will require of foreigners, after 
filing their declaration of intention to become 
citizens, a residence of twenty-one years before 
they can be entitled to the rights and privileges 
of native-born citizens. In presenting these me- 
morials he again repeated his strong desire that 
the Committee on the Judiciary should speedily 
make a report on this subject; more especially 
since an honorable Senator of such high influence 
as the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Arncuer] had 
expressed his desire that the law should be 
changed in conformity with the proposition of 
these memorials. The memorials were referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citizens 
of Ohio township, Pennsylvania, at which a num- 
ber of resolutions were adopted adverse to the 
annexation of Texas to the United States; which 
were laid on the table. 

Also, the memorial of Anne Houston and Eliz- 
abeth Smith, asking 
March, 1841, to the 4th of March, 1843. He 
thought these good ladies had entirely mistaken 
their own case, and that it had been long since 


for pensions from the 4th of 
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provided for—at least, so far as regarded one of 


ee 


these years. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. CHOATE presented the memorial of two 


|| hundred and forty citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 


ing for an alteration in the law of naturalization, 
so as to make a residence of twenty-one years 
necessary for the eligibility of foreigners to citi- 
zenghip; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Saline and Jefferson counties, Arkansas, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail route from 
Benton, the county seat of Saline county, along 
the northeast side of Saline river, to Stacy Lock- 
hart’s, on Lost Creek, about thirty miles; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. : 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented the proceedings 
of alarge public meeting at Indianapolis, Indiana, 
in favor of the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. Mr. H. (who spoke so lowas be imper- 
fectly heard in the gallery) was understood to say 
that he believed this memorial was expressive of 
the feelings of the people at large in favor of an- 
nexation wherever that question could be pre- 
sented in such a form ascould be approved. The 
proceedings were laid on the table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the proceed- 
ings of ameeting of the citizens of Hillsdale, Mich- 
igan, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. They say it would 
be an encroachment upon the Constitution, which 
these States made for themselves, and not for the 
benefit of a foreign nation. The proceedings were 
laid on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Navai 
Affairs, to whom had been referred the message 
of the President of the United States on the sub- 
ject of extending the duties of the home squadron, 
moved thatthe committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same. 

The committee were discharged accordingly. 

Mr. B., from the same committee, reported 
back the joint resolution concerning dew-rotted 
hemp, and asked that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. Ac- 
companying the committee’s report was a letter 
on the subject from the Secretary of the Navy. 
He also moved the printing of this letter and re- 
port. The committee was accordingly discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, and 
the report and letter were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported the House bill for the relief of 
Harvey Heth, without amendment. 


MASSACHUSETTS RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. BAGBY, pursuant to notice which he had 


long since given, now submitted the following 
resolutions; which were laid on the table under 
the one-day rule. 


Resolved, That the resolutions of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, now upon the table, be entered on the Jour- 
nal of the Senate; said resolutions being in the words fol- 
lowing: 

“ Resolutions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

*¢ Resolved, That the following amendment of the Con 
stitution of the United States be, and hereby is, recom- 
mended to the consideration of Congress, to be acted on 
according to the fifth article. The third clause of the see- 
ond section of the first article shall read in the words fol- 
lowing: 

“« Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several States which are, or may be, included 
within this Union, according to their respective numbers 
| of free persons, excluding Indians not taxed. The actual 
enumeration shall be made within two years from the date 
of the adoption of this amendment, in the manner provided 





by the Constitution, and within every subsequent term of 
ten years, in such manner as the Congress shall, by law 
direct. The number of Representatives shall not exc 
one for every thirty thousand ; but each State shall have at 
least one Representative.”’ 

Resolved, (as the ee of the Senate,) That 
the Constitution of the United States ought not to be 
amended in the manner suggested and recommended in the 
said resolutions of the Legislature of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The House bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic — was taken up, read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

NEW MAIL ROUTE. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the following reso- 

lution was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
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establishing a mai) route from Memphis, Tenn on 
the west bank of the Mississippi river, to Helena, a 
#as; and from Oseola, in the county of Mississippi, in the 
State of Arkansas, to New Madri » in the State of Mis- 
souri. 






ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business; and after continuin in 
secret session till nine o’clock, p- m., in debate 
on the treaty to annex Texas to the United States, 
came to a direct vote on the question of ratifica- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
16, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Atchison, Baghy, Breese, Buchanan, 
Colquitt, Fulton, oe Henderson, Huger, Lewis 


McDuflie, Sempic, Sevier, turgeon, Waiker, and Wood. 
bury—16. 
AYS—Messrs. Alien, Archer, Atherton, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton, Berrien Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Upham, White, Woodbridge, and Wright—35. 
The injunction of secrecy was then removed, 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarvurpay, June 8, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. HOPKINS gave notice that, on Monday 
next, he should call up the bills reported from 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Some of those bills were of great importance to 
the members of this House, and many of them to 
thy people at large; and he hoped he should be 


sustained in the motion which he should make 
on Monday next. 


VIRGINIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. NEWTON moved that Mr. Botts and 

r. Jones have leave to withdraw the testimony 
in the election case of Jones vs. Botts, now on the 
files of the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS said he believed such a thing 
had never been done before. 

Mr. NEWTON said he had not anticipated 
any objection. Heretofore, in such cases, the 
evidence had been printed, but in this case it had 
not been done; but as the case was now settled, 
the evidence could be of no value to the House or 
to the country; and he trusted Mr. Botts would 
be allowed to withdraw his evidence, as he de- 
sired to do. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to consider the motion 
so as to make it a motion to allow the parties to 
take copies of the testimony and other papers 
now on file. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said the resolution would 
be perfectly unnecessary; for the Clerk would, of 
course, allow copies to be taken. He therefore 
moved to lay the motion on the table; which was 
agreed to. 

CHARGES AGAINST THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 


_Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, obfained permis- 
sion to make an explanation for the correction of 


a newspaper report of what took place yesterday, 
in relation’/to the memorial of the Postmaster 
General, on the subject of some strictures made 
by him (Mr. D.) in’ a debate in this House, on 
Some previous occasion; and he spoke at some 


length thereon. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON also entered into some ex- 
planauions, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, then offered the res- 
olution which was voted down yesterday, instruct- 
ing the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads to inquire whether the Postinaster General 
had been guilty of the conduct attributed to him. 

Objection was made to the reception of the res- 
olution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, moved a suspension 
of the rules; but the motion did not revail, the 
vote being—60 in the affirmative, and 66 in the 
negative, 

PUBLIC LAND IN ILLINOIS. 


‘Mr. ELMER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the Elouse yesterday rejected a bill 
declaring the assent of Congress to the State of 
Illinois to tax all the public land sold hereafter, 
from and after the time of such sale. 

After some discussion, in which Mr. ELMER, 
Mr. HARDIN, and others, took part, 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the revious ques- 
tion; which was sustained by the House. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The motion to reconsider was 
majority of 75 to 46; taken by tellers, Messrs. 
Burxe and Gane... 

The question then being on the passage of the 
bill, 

_Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
lion. 

On snenatine te previous question, there were, 
(the question being taken by tellers,)—ayes 60, 
noes 38; being less than a quorum. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the bill be laid upon 
the table; and demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; an being 
taken, resulted—yeas 77, nays 86. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question recurred on seconding the demand 
for the previous question on the assage of the 
bill. After another count, the callers reported— 
ayes 69, noes 53. . 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question dilered. 

On the question, “ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. VINTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas Ba. nays 89. 

30 the bill was rejected. 


FRANCIS CAZEAU. 


Mr. DEAN called up the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which bill No. 168, for the relief of 
the heirs of Francis Cazeau, was laid upon the 
table. 

The question being put, 

Messrs. Dromcooe and Barrincer were ap- 
pointed tellers; and having counted the votes, they 
reported—ayes 79, noes 51. 

he question recurred on ordering the bill to a 
third reading, 

Mr. SAUNDERS explained the nature of the 
claim, and declared himself in favor of allowing 
the amount named in the bill, which was but one 
fourth of the whole amount claimed. The com- 
mittee which reported the bill had thought it right 
to reject the remainder of the claim, bringing the 
amount down to the sum which had been hereto- 
fore favorably reported upon. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and, on the question of its passage, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 103, nays 55. 

So the bill was passed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. . 
Some conversation as to priority of business 
took place. 

Mr. JAMESON moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of proceeding with the bills on 
the Speaker’s table, and which had been reported 
to the House. 

This motion being agreed to, the following bills 
were taken up,.and acted upon: 


HOWARD INSTITUTION. 


The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institu- 
tion of the city of Washington was taken up, and 
read; and the question being on its engrossment, 

Mr. BURKE moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays,which 
were ordered; and the question being taken, it 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 74. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 


ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


The bill to incorporate the Orphan Asylum and 
Female Free School of Alexandria, in the District 
or Columbia, was taken up. 

Mr. HALE moved to lay it on the table; which 
motion was decided in the affirmative—the ques- 
tion being taken by tellers—ayes 69, noes 62. 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


The bill for repairing and repavin Pennsylva- 
nia avenue was taken up, and read. The question 
being on its engrossment for a third reading, 

Mr. HALE moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. CAUSIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; but subsequently he with- 
drew the call. 

Mr. HOPKINS renewed it. ; 

The question was then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, and resulted—yeas 95, nays 76. 


COURT-HOUSE IN ALEXANDRIA. 
The bill for repairing the roof of the court-house 


to by a || in Alexandria, in the Districg of Columbia, 


June g 


taken u Was 


Mr. HAMLIN inquired of the chai 

pomennine Ser = menial of Columbia if (te 
uildin onged to nited States, 
courts of Aionendaia. *F40 the 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that it was a building 
belonging to the United States; that it was for the 
use of the United States courts, the judges of 
which were paid by the United States. 

After a few words from Messrs, HAMLIN 
MURPHY, and CAMPBELL, in 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which was negatived. 

Mr. HOLMES made some remarks illustrative 
of the relation which the District of Columbia 
bore to the Congress of the United States. 

The debate was continued by Messrs, SAUN. 
DERS and HAMLIN. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question 
and it was sustained by the House. : 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and 
it was read the third time, and passed. 


CHARTER FOR WASHINGTON. 


The next bill was that entitled ‘a bill to incor. 
porate the inhabitants of the city of Washington,” 
and the question was on concurring with the 
amendments reported from the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. HAMLIN spoke in a to some of 
the amendments. He said the bill, as it now 
stood, extended the right of suffrage, but it made 
a provision to refer the charter to the present lim. 
ited constituency for adoption, to which he was 
opposed. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which was negatived. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, suggested an amend- 
ment to exclude those parts in relation to the 

ualification of voters, and to eligibility to office, 

rom the consideration and ratification of the ex. 

isting voters; but he thought the other portions 
of the bill should be referred to the constituency 
for ratification. 

Mr. JOHNSON and Mr. CHILTON continued 
the debate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved the previous ques- 
tion; and it was sustained by the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, desired to move a 
call of the House, this being the usual hour [be- 
tween one and two o’clock] at which many mem- 
bers usually go to dinner; but he was told that 
his motion was not now in order, the previous 
question being ordered. 

The question then recurred on the amendments 
made in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for a division. He 
said the Committee of the Whole had struck out 
all after the enacting clause, and inserted a sub- 
stitute, with the main part of which the House 
would concur; but there were two provisions— 
one in relation to the right of suffrage, and the 
other that in relation to the submission of the 
charter to the people for ratification—on which he 
desired to have separate votes. 

The SPEAKER decided that the question was 
not divisible; and on an appeal, after a long con- 
versational debate, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained by the House. 

Mr. COBB moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the main question was ordered to be 

ut. 

On this motion, the question being put, tellers 
were appointed, who, having counted the votes, 
reported eighty-three in the affirmative, which 
was deemed sufficient, and the vote was recon- 
sidered. i 

The question being put, ‘Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?”’ it was decided in the negative. 


ARRESTS IN THE DISTRICT. 


The next bill, being ‘* An act to amend an act 
supplementary to an act entitled ‘An act to regu- 
late arrests on mesne process in the District of 


Columbia,’ ” approved August 1, 1842, was taken 
"Fh be t 
The question being on its e ssment, R 
Mr é: JOHNSON said the steanbal of the Dis- 


trict had suggested to him that the bill, if passed, 
would operate unfavorably upon debtors now 


under arrest, or against whom he held process. 
He would prefer, therefore, that the bil should 
not take effect until after the next session. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL remarked that the marshal 
had had abundant opportunity to represent the in- 
iar if any, that would be occasioned; but nota 
yond had been heard upon the subject until this 

riod. 
aa CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved an 
amendment, to the effect that no process now in 
the hands of the marshal shall be affected by the 
visions of this bill, until the next sitting of the 
court to which the case is adjournable. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennesse, offered a substitute 
for the whole bill. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, moved the 
previous question. 

Mr. BRENGLE suggested that, as the bill 
abrogated the use of warrants of capiases, by 
which the attendance of defendants could be en- 
forced, it would be proper to substitute a process 
in the nature of a summons, so that the courts 
might be enabled to proceed to judgment in case 
of default. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; being on the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 


PLACES OF WORSHIP. 


The bill concerning conveyance and devises of 

laces of public worship in the District of Colum- 
Gi was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


ALEXANDRIA CANAL COMPANY. 


The bill to amend the act entitled ** An act to 
incorporate the Alexandria Canal Company” 
was also read the third time, and passed. 


SALE OF RESERVATION. 


The bill to authorize the sale of part of public 
reservation number thirteen, in the city of Wash- 
ington, and for other purposes, was, on motion 
of Mr. C. JOHNSON, laid on the table. 


INSANE ASYLUM. 


Senate bill No. 10, to make provision for the 
support of an insane asylum in the District of 
Columbia, was, on motion of Mr. JOHNSON, 
of Ohio, amended in some minor particulars, and 
then passed. 

MEDICAL INFIRMARY. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to enable him to offer a joint res- 
olution authorizing the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings to allow the building intended for a 
hospital to be used as a medical infirmary. 

The motion did not prevail. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT BANGOR. 


_ The bill respecting a port of entry at Bangor, 
in Maine, was, on motion of Mr. HAMLIN, 
amended and passed. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT AT CHICAGO. 


The bill to establish a collection district at Chi- 
caro was amended, on motion of Mr. WENT- 
ORTH, and then the bill was passed. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT BANGOR. 


Mr. HAMLIN moved the reconsideration of 
the vote on the passage of the bill establishing 
Bangor, in the State of Maine, as a port of entry. 
He made this motion at the request of his col- 
league, who was out when the bill was passed, 
and wished to be heard on it. 

Mr. MORSE then made a few remarks in op- 
position to the bill; after which 

: es HAMLIN withdrew the motion to recon- 
sider, 

PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 


The bill to amend the act granting half pay to 
certain widows, and the several acts and resolu- 
tions in relation to the same, and to extend the 
provisions thereof, was taken up, and the amend- 
ments made in the Committee of the Whole being 
concurred in, the bill, under the operation of the 
previous question, was ordered to be engrossed, 
and then passed—yeas 117, nays 23. 


journment; but the motion was rejected. 





LAND CLAIMS. 


The bill to provide for the legal adjudication of 
claims to lands in the States of Louisiana and 
Arkansas, and Mississippi and Missouri, was 
taken up, and the question being on concurring 
in the amendments agreed to in the Committee of 
the Whole, 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, submitted an amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order till the 
question was taken on concurring in the amend- 
ments made in the Committee of the Whole. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. 
CHAPMAN of Alabama, BROWN of Indiana, 
C. JOHNSON, and SLIDELL, took part, 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved the pre- 
vious question. 

ao C. JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, called for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered; and then 
moved a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said a call of the House was not 
then in order. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved an ad- 





The question was then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, and decided in the negative—yeas 
65, nays 85. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved an ad- 
journment; on which the vote was taken by Messrs 

enks and Hoxmes as tellers, and resulted—ayes 
83, noes 60. 
The House accordingly adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of Catharine Rinker, 
widow of Samuel Rinker, who was a sailingmaster in the 
United States Navy, praying for the reénactment of the 
Navy pension law ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 3 

By Mr. BELSER: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Russell and Chambers counties, in the State of Alabama, 
for the establishment of a post route from Gerard, in the 
county of Russell, to West Point, in the county of Cham- 
bers, in said State ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 10, 1844. 


Mr. BENTON made his promised motion for 
leave to bring in a bill to provide for the annexa- 
tion of Texas tothe United States. He said, the 
treaty having been rejected, and that obstacle to 
success got out of the way, and the way being 
now cleared for open, honorable, and successful 
negotiations, he proceeded to the fulfillment of a 
purpose which had been for a quarter of a cen- 
tury on his mind. Texas, and the country be- 
tween the Red river and the Arkansas, had been 
dismembered from the United States in the year 
1819, and had since remained under foreign dom- 
ination. He had denounced that parricidal act 
in the moment of its perpetration, and had sought 
to undo it ever since. He had conversed with 
Mr. es in 1825, when Secretary under Mr. 
Adams; had applauded his design to recover the 
sacrificed territory; and volunteered his promise 
of support to Mr. Adams’s administration in that 
laudable undertaking. He had supported Presi- 
dent Jackson and Mr. Van Buren in the same 
design, in ‘1829, and wrote Americanus and La 
Salle to promote their success. Since the com- 
mencement of the Texan revolution—the success 
of which was never for one instant problematical 
in hiseyes—he had waited the events which were 
of themselves, and without a shock to our Mex- 
ican trade, to restore the dismembered territory 
to its natural possessor; and saw, in the ap- 
proaching termination of the Mexican and Texan 
war, the natural and speedy consummation of 
that cherished conjunction. The war was expir- 
ing. Thearmistice, and the interposition of great 
Powers, was bringing it to a close; and tht day 
was at hand when the reunion of Texas would 
have come of itself, and with peace and honor, 
when this insidious scheme of sudden and secret 
annexation, and its miserable pretexts, was fallen 
upon by our hapless Administration. From the 
moment that scheme, and its pretext, first revealed 
itself to public view, at a public dinner in Vir- 
ginia, in the autumn of the last year, I denounced 
it as an intrigue, got up for the election; and to 
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feat, delay, and embarrassment of the measure 
which it professed to desire. I particularly made 


| this denunciation to the gentleman (Mr. A. V. 


Brown} who had got the letter from General 
Jackson, in February, 1843, and who seemed to 
be vicariously charged with some enterprise on 
my humble self. It was at the commencement 
of the present session of Congress; I answered 
him on the spot; and, as I have no concealments, 
the gentleman referred to is at liberty to relate all 
that I said to him to the whole world. 

The intrigue went on: the treaty was obtained 
—by what means I need not repeat. It has an- 
swered a part of its purpose, and is dead! and itis 
now for the old friends of annexation to return to 
their task, and to consummate their work. As the 
oldest of these old friends, | now resume my task 
where I left it off at the breaking out of the Texan 
revolution, and shall go to work constitutionally, 
honorably, and disinterestedly, to provide for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, and all 
the sacrificed territory, of which it was, from 1803 
to 1819, a legal part, and of which it now is, and 
forever has been, a natural and geographical part. 

1 begin at the beginning—witha bill to author- 
ize the President to treat for annexation, and for 
an adjustment of boundaries, with Mexico and 
Texas. 

[ begin with a law, which is to be the founda- 
tion of the treaty; and propose to treat with both 
parties, because each have rights or claims to be 
adjusted, and interests to be conciliated. With 
Mexico we have a boundary to adjust in the event 
of recovering Texas; and Mexico has an unre- 
linquished claim upon the sovereignty of Texas 
which it would be better and cheaper to settle by 
treaty than by war, or even by the breach of 
treaties which may involve the loss of commerce. 
I begin where our Administration ended—with 
offering to treat with Mexico as well as with 
Texas. 

In laying a legislative foundation for this double 
negotiation, which we hope to end in admitting 
new States into the Union, I conform to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, to the genius of our 
free institutions, and to the precedent set us by 
Mr, Jefferson and the Congress of 1806, when 
the acquisition of the Floridas, and the settlement 
of this same southwestern boundary, was the de- 
sign of the Government; and when legislation 
was the basis of its movement. 

By our Constitution, Congress alone can admit 
new States into the Union; it is nugatory, there- 
fore, for the President and Senate to stipulate for 
such admission without the consent of both Houses 
of Congress. To be sure, a subsequent consent 
may be had, and the defective proceeding may 
be cured; but deference to the legislative body, 
security to the ultimate design, decorum between 
coérdinate bodies, and regularity of action, all 
require the law to precede the treaty, and to au- 
thorize it; and this precession of the legal author- 
ity should never be avoided when there is time 
to obtain it. In eases of ordinary treaties, the 
President may open negotiations without the sanc- 
tion of Congress; but in the great point of acquir- 
ing foreign territory, and admitting new States 
into the Union, the sanction of Congress is an 
indispensable preliminary; for how can the Pres- 
ident and Senate promise to admit new States 
without first having the promise of Congress? 
And there is no way for Congress to give the 
promise but by law. The individual opinions of 
members are no foundation for such a responsible 
stipulation, and neither could be solicited nor vol- 
unteered without compromising the independence 
of members, degrading the legislative authority, 
opening the door to dangegous collusions, and 
leading to scenes which may end in fraud and dis- 
appointment. Neither the member nor his suc- 
cessor can be bound by such extrajudicial com- 
mitment of opinion. 

The genius of our free institutions demands 
consultation with the people wherever it can be 
had. Even in the business of ordinary legislation 
this consultation is always exacted. How much 
more indispensable when the territorial and the 
popular basis of the existing community is to be 
altered by the incorporetion of a new country, 
and of a new people! 

Consonant as it is to our Constitution, and to 
the genius of our free institutions, to consult the 
people beforehand on the great measure of adding 


end in the disgrace of its authors, and in the de- || a new country to our own, it is also conformable 
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to the practice of our Government in its early and 

rest day. I allude to the administration of 
Mr. Jefferson, and his attempts to purchase the 
Floridas from Spain, and to settle the southwest- 
ern boundary of Louisiana with that Power. This 
was in the year 1806. Mr. Jefferson, in a confi- 
dential message to the two Houses, applied to 
them for legislative authority to negotiate the 
acquisition. Mr. Randolph of Roanoke, from the 








committee charged with the consideration of the | 


message, reported in favor of its object, specifying 
what was to be done, and appropriating mone 

for its accomplishment. The report cetommend- 
ed the acquisition of the Floridas, and the adjust- 
ment of the southwestern boundary of Louisiana, 
**s0 as to secure to Spain an ample barrier on the 
side of Mexico, and to the United States all the coun- 
tries watered by the Mississippi.’? This recom- 
mendation, digested intoa resolution, was adopted 


by the House of Representatives on the 14th of | 


January, 1806, by a vote of 80t0 52, and the sum 
of $2,000,000 agreed upon as the amount to be 
appropriated. 


“ Resolved, That an exchange of territory between the 
United States and Spain is deemed, by this House, to be 
the moat advantageous mode of settlement of existing dif- 


ferences respecting limits between the United States and 
the court of Madrid; and that any arrangement between 
the two Governments which shall secure to Spain an ample 


countries watered by the Mississippi, and to the eastward 
of it, will meet the approbation of this House.” 

This was the way of proceeding in that early | 
and pure day, in acquiring territory, and settling 


| 
| 
| 
barrier on the side of Mexico, and tothe United States the 
| 
} 


P ; | 
boundaries. The President, by message, informs 


the two Houses of Congress what he wishes. 
Congress informs him, by resolution, what it will 
approve; and upon this foundation the President 
safely made his promise that the Floridas, if | 


acquired, should be admitted into the Union as a | 


State, or States. The substance of the resolution, 
formed into a bill, and subsequently enacted into a | 
law, took the form ofan appropriation of $2,000,000 | 
to defray any extraordinary expenses which might | 
be incurred tn the intercourse Siemenn the United | 
States and foreign nations—a mystification which 
was udopted in the law for reasons of State policy, 
while the object of the appropriation and its lim- 


tion which was the key to the act. 

This was the mode of acquiring foreign terri- 
tory and settling boundaries, whick, was followed 
in the time of Mr. Jefferson, and which | propose 
tofollownow. Alas! how different from the pro- 
ceedings which we have lately witnessed! And 
with this precedent, added to the argument found 
in our Constitution—which secures to Congress 
the right to admit new States—and in the genius 
of our free institutions, which requires the people 
to be consulted in all important changes, I submit 
the proposition that there ought to be a law passed 
for the admission of Texas into our Union, before 
the President and Senate undertake to admit her 
by treaty. 

So much in favor of a legislative foundation for 
one side of the negotiation. With respect to 
‘Texas, some fundamental act for the negotiation 
on her side is still more obviously necessary. She 
is the country to be incorporated. Her sover- 
eignty is to be merged in ours. She is to disap- | 
pear trom the firmament of nations. From an 
independent Power, she becomes a part of our 
Contederacy; and it surely requires some authen- 
tic act of her people to justify so great a change. 
Her President and Senate have no right to do it 
by a secret treaty! They are to take care of the 
country, and not to transfer it, or give it away. | 
The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuoate 
placed that in a clear light. Some fundamental | 
act of the people is necessary for that purpose; | 
and while I have not a particle of doubt that | 
the people of Texas now are, always have been, | 
and forever will be, in favor of becoming a part | 
of the Union, yet it is neither safe nor becoming | 
to act upon that assumption without the evidence | 
of its truth, The act 1s too momentous, and the | 
precedent too dangerous, to admit of assumptions | 
in place of proof. What would become of weak | 
States if a powerful neighbor was at liberty to 
swallow them up when she pleased under the | 
form of governmental transfer by the executive | 
officers? or a supposed wish of the ople, with- 
out the evidence of their wish? The honor of | 
the United States, and the safety of Texas | 
quire their reunion to be not only voluntary on 


staion was precisely declared in the secret resolu- 





This was the resolution: | 


|| session, and to the Mexicans may it forever be- 


'| the evidence of her consent, and ask where? 
|| the vote eight yearsago? Certainly an offer does 


| 
| 
Poll them—take the vote any way. Let a mes- 























both parts, springing from the consent of both 
people, butalso evidenced by authentic acts, borne 
on the history and saved in the archives of each. 

1. The bill which I ask leave to bring in, besides 
authorizing and requesting the President to treat 
with Mexico and Texas for an adjustment of 
boundaries, and for the annexation of the latter to 
the North American Union, proposes some bases 
for the treaties expected to be made. Boundary 
is one of these; and in this the basis conforms to 
the geographical divisions of the country; to our 
| natural and proper limits; to the line first indicated 
|| in President Jackson’s proposition, as communi- 
'| cated by Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Poinsett, in 1829; 
‘| and it conforms to the boundary designated in 
'| Mr. Randolph’s report of 1806, and to the reso- 
|| lution of the House of Representatives adopted in 
pursuance to that report, and already read to the 
nate. Leaving the Rio Grande and all its val- 
leys and waters to the Mexicans, and the Missis- 
sippi valley and all its waters to the United States, 
it proposes to follow the mountain heights from 
near the South Pass in the Rocky mountains, called 
Frémont’s Pass in the map of the epogregnanel 
bureau, along the Sierra Obscura, (Dark mount- 
ain,) until it subsides into a plain as it approaches 
| the Gulf of Mexico; and then reaching the Gulf 















by a line in the desert prairie to the west of the 
Rio Nueces, (Walnut river.) This is the bound- 
ary between the United States and Mexico pointed 
out by the finger of nature, agreed upon by emi- 
nent statesmen as proper for Mexico as for our- 
selves, and written down in the book of fate and 
the law of nature as the true and permanent bound- 
ary between the two first Powers of the New 
Worl. Soon or late, that boundary will be estab- 
lished. 

The Rio Grande del Norte (Great River of the 
North) is a Mexican river, by position and pos- 


long. The Mississippi and all its waters are ours, 
and to us the dismembered parts must return. 
The country east of the Neuces, (and including 
it,) from position, we affinities, soil, 
products, and natural dependence, is appurtenant 
to the valley of the Mississippi, and must and will 
g° where congruity and homogemality attract it. 
o wise man, in an age of commerce, wants a great 
river (beyond its natural frontier) for a national 
boundary: it is a boundary fruitful of expense, 
and of every species of collision and collusion. A 
mountain and a desert plain is far better; and these 
we have between us and Mexico; and it would be 
just as unwise for us to project a segment ora 
salient angle of our frontier across this plain and 

‘ 


|| mountain into the natural limits of Mexico, as it 
|| would be in her to make the same projection of a 


segment or angle of herself, across the same plain 
and mountain, into our natural dominion. 

If. The consent of the porrts of Texas to the 
proposed annexation, to evidenced by some 
public and authentic act, is the second basis pro- 
posed; and upon the necessity of this I will say 
no more, having sufficiently presented my views 
upon it. I reply to the assertion that we — 

n 


not stand forever—neither in love, law, trade, nor 
politics. The Texan offer, founded upon the 
| vote of 1836, was declined in 1837! and there was 
| an end of it. They say there is a secret act of 
Congress: I answer, it is not a case for a secret, 


‘and I have not seen it. Even the letter of the 


|| members of the Texan Congress to myself has 


never come to hand. I have only seen the printed 


copy in the newspapers: by the fatality which 


|| seems to attend communications in this case, it 


Sull I have no doubt 
of the consent of the people. I know them, and 
their hearts, and that they are American and re- 
publican, and pine in sorrow to return to us. 


has not yet come to light. 


senger ride up to the fence, and ring a bell, or 
blow a horn, or fire a gun, and call out the house- 
hold, and put the question: ‘* Do you wish to be 
united to the UnitedStates?’’ and one universal 
shout of ** Yes!’’ will be the answer. I know 
this. But that does not supersede the necessity 
of the evidence. If my friend gives me a bit of 
| land, and I know he will never take it back, I still 
wanta piece of paper-writing to evidence the gift. 
Ill. The admission of a State into the Union, 
which will comprise the bulk of the present pop- 

| ulation of Texas, is a third basis, and a most 
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important one, in the bill which I ; 
State, with an extent equal to the caatinne 
Union, but not greater, is proposed to be admitted 
= the act itself, (when the annexation 
effect,) and without requiring the consent 
future Congress. This is a vital provision I 
avoids the whole danger of a future Missous 
controversy, and displa 8 the eminent advan ™ 
of a legislative basis for the annexation, N, 
treaty could secure such admission. It could 
only pee it, and that without authority, yp. 
less the legislative act had been obtained.’ N, 
treaty is equal to the admission of a State, without 
the sanction of a law: no law can operate the ad. 
mission of a foreign State without the aid of q 
treaty; the combined action of both is wanting: 
and this is precisely what my bill provides, Under 
it, the State of Texas would be in the Union by 
law, from the day of the completion of the treaty 
of annexation; and all the details of admission 
requiring the consent of both parties, would be 
— by treaty. 

V. The State of Texas would probably form 
a square of about sixty thousand square miles 
in the eastern part of the Republic of Texas, be. 
tween the Red river and the Gulf of Mexico, and 
bordering on the State of Louisiana; the remainder 
of the present Republic would become a Territo 
of the Union, very naturally taking the name of 
the Southwest Territory. As a Territory, it 
would be held and governed until the growing 
os aap should require the formation of new 

tates. 

V. The division of this territory into slave and 
non-slaveholding States is a fifth basis proposed 
by my bill; and, happily, the extent of the coun- 
try, and its variety of soil and climate, will make 
such a division easy and desirable. Jn extent, 
the whole annexed country will be about two hun- 
dred thousand square miles. Its southern half 
will make two slave States, both large and respect- 
able, as frontier States should be; its northern 
and northwestern half would form two non-slave- 
holding States, equally large and respectable. The 
extreme northern part would extend to north lat- 
itude forty-two degrees, which is the latitude of 
Boston, and six degrees north of the Missouri 
compromise anti-slave line; but it is not latitude 
alone which, in that clime, determines the bound- 
ary between the planting and the grain-growing 
regions. Altitude or elevation accomplishes the 
work of northern latitudes; and alkthe northwest 
part of Texas, approaching lofty mountains, be- 
comes unfit for the productions which give profit 
to the labor of slaves. In these elevated parts two 
free States of fifty thousand square miles each 
may be formed; and the line being drawn in the 
fundamental act, the character of each will be 
fixed, and all danger of Missouri-restriction con- 
troversies will be forever avoided. . 

Asadomestic question, affecting the equilibrium 
of slave and free States, this division of the an- 
nexed territory will neutralize and annul it; the 
equilibrium will remain as it is; and the alarm of 
a slave preponderence will entirely vanish. That 
bugbear so incontinently associated with the idea 
of Texas, and so continually held up to alarm the 
North, must disappear from the scene; and, event- 
ually, the expansion of States in the northwest, 
on the Missouri and Upper Mississippi, must 
give the preponderance to slave States. Asado- 
mestic question, then, the acquisition of Texas 
will leave the slave and anti-slave States as they 
are; but under the enlarged and what many deem 
the moral aspect of the question, it will be a great 
gain. It will withdraw slavery from the whole 
left bank of the Rio Grande, to which the Texan 
constitution now extends it, and will extinguish 
it in one half of the curtailed Texas, the whole of 
which is now subject to that institution. This 
should be a consummation devoutly to be wished 
by those who wish to see slavery abolished 
throughout the world; it would relieve a vast re- 
gion from that institution, now subject to be cov- 
ered by it. 

Mr. President, I attach a great importance to 





of a 


‘this slave and anti-slave basis: I who have seen 


a Missouri-restriction controversy, and never w 

to see another! Born in the slave region—now 
and always a slaveholder—my sympathies in all 
that relates to their rights and their danger are 
with my fellow slaveholders; but Lam no bigot 
or fanatic in the cause of slavery. Equally re- 
moved from the fanaticism which runs a m 
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inst slavery, I have no complaint to 
oe agaivet those whe may wish to i see”’ it 
sbolished, and who limit their wishes to advice, 
qhere the advice is acceptable. A wish to ‘*see”’ 
is harmless under such limitations; and to those 
who entertain that wish, I say, here is a gratifi- 
cation for you in my proposed basis for the an- 
nexation of Texas. Slavery now, under the 
Texan constitution, is a legal institution to the 
head and mouth of the Rio Grande! it is a _ 
institution in six degrees of latitude in the valley 
of the Mississippi, where it would be interdicted 
by the slave compromise line of 1820! Is it 
nothing to retire the institution from all this extent 
of country? and more, to retire it from the one half 
of the whole Texas which may be reunited to us 
under the basis which I propose? Let the prac- 
tical men who wish to ‘‘see’’ slavery abolished 
nder upon this, and consider what reason they 
Ce to oppose the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. 

VI. The assent of Mexico to the annexation 
and settlement of boundaries is a sixth proposed 
basis, but that assent is not made indispensable. 
This basis goes upon the idea that the assent of 
Mexico is now necessary, but may cease to be 
so; and of that contingency, the Congress of the 
United States is constituted the judge. It will be 
the constitutional judge; and if it should involve 
the United States in war, whether just or unjust, 
jt will at least have the constitutional right to do 
so, which the treaty-making power, and still less, 
the President alone, has not. This was a deadl 
objection to the defunct treaty, and alone suffi- 
cient with me to cause the rejection of that 
wretched conception. 

The assent of Mexico is now deemed to be 
necessary as a matter of right, and desirable asa 
matter of policy. She has a war with Texas, 
suspended by an armistice, to which we become 
party by taking Texas without herconsent. Neu- 
trality has been our policy up to the present time; 
and if that war is resumed with respectable forces, 
neutrality will be still our duty. The President 
of the United States is not Louis XVI, to take re- 
volted colonies by the hand, and make their cause 
hisown! We must wait the expiration of the arm- 
istice; it would bea hideous crime to break it, and 
to frustrate the preparations for peace so laudably 
promoted by European Powers! Nota gun has 
been fired since the proclamation of that armis- 
tice, and never may be if we do not assume the 
war. And if we do assume it, under such cir- 
cumstances, we incur a great responsibility in the 
eyesofGod and man. Policy and interest, if not 
justice and honor, should make us refrain from 
this war. We have, or rather had, a great com- 
merce with Mexico, which deserves protection 
instead of destruction. Our trade with this coun- 
try commenced in the first year of her independ- 
ence—1821—and we received from her that year 
$80,000 in specie. Itincreased annuallyand vastly, 
and in the year 1835—the year before the Texas 
revolution—this import amounted to $8,343,181 
on the custom-house books, besides the large 
amounts not entered. Our sympathy and sup- 
poet aid to the Texans lost us the favor of the 

exicans, and this import ran down in seven 
pare to $1,342,817.* New Orleans, and through 

er, the Great West, was the greatest gainer by 
this import of specie while it flourished—of course 
the greatest loser when it declined; and, instead 
of destroying the remainder of it, and all com- 
merce with our nearest neighbor by an unjust as- 
sumption of a war against her, we should rather 
choose to restore this specie import to its former 
maximum, and to increase it. e should rather 
choose to cherish and improve a valuable trade 
with a neighbor that has mines, and whose staple 
aes is silver, which is exchanged for our agri- 
cultura! productions after these productions have 
gone to Europe or the West Indies, and been 


*Statement of the total amount of specie and bullion im- 
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changed into fine 


good orgroceries. Atlantic pol- 
iticians, hot in the pursuit of Texas, may have no 
sympathy forthis Mexican trade, but I have! andit 
has been my policy to reconcile the two objects— 
acquisition of Texas and preservation of the Mex- 
ican trade—and therefore to eschew unjust war 
with Mexico as not only wicked but foolish! 

I am for peace with Mexico; and therefore I 
am for treating her with respect, and obtaining 
her consent, fairly and honorably, if practicable, 
to the annexation of Texas. It is to her interest 
to consent, and respectful treatment will be more 

otential than indignity and outrage in convinc- 
ing her of that true interest. Still, 1 donot make 
the annexation dependent upon this assent. Itis 
to be sought, and obtained, if practicable; but 
Mexico may refuse to give it. She may still keep 
up a desultory war, and affect to reclaim her re- 
volted province. In that event, my sixth basis 
refers the question to Congress to decide whether 
her consent has ceased to be necessary! and if the 
solution of the question brings war, we shall at 
least have the consolation to know that it comes 
constitutionally! that it is brought upon us by 
the authority that has the constitutional right to 
make war! and not by the unconstitutional act 
of the President and Senate, or of the President 
alone! 

Mexico cannot conquer Texas. Another in- 
vasion will be more disastrous than the former; 
and the signal for its commencement will be the 


signal for the commotion of all the vast valley of | 
the Mississippi. Proclamations and laws of neu- | 


trality can have no force against the passions. 
The news for a battle would be the summons for 


a joyful rendezvous to all the young and fiery | 


sprits of the Great West. They would repair to 
it as to a gay and brilliant frolic. Every feld of 
battle would be a San Jacinto to the invaders; 
and what ‘Texas has most to desire is an invasion. 
It would end in the destruction of the invaders, 
and in the termination of the war. Nothing is so 
disastrous to her as the kind of war which has 
prevailed for some years. It destroys her re- 


sources—repulses emigration; sinks the value of 


property at home; and rates her credit abroad at 
five cents and ten cents in the dollar. This is 
what depresses and exhausts her. A fight is 
nothing. An invasion would be her triumph and 
her glory. 


would be obliged to conquer. 


tended to 
from the city of 


it back. 


Peace and separation, under the progress 0 


makers. 
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proclaimed; not a hostile foot has since trod each 
other’s soil. 

If commissioners to make peace have not met, 
who can say they would not, if the parties are let 
alone? The same powerful mediation which ob- 
tained the armistice might also obtain the appoint- 
ment of commissioners, and the establishment of 
— and the acknowledgment of independence. 

Vho can say otherwise? And, therefore, the mad 

interference of this Administration to interrupt the 

work of pacification was acrime against humanity, 
| for which they must stand arraigned at the bar of 
| the Christian world. 

I am now, what I have been for five and twenty 
years, in favor of recovering all the sacrificed ter- 

ritory of 1819; but I want it openly, fairly, and 
honestly. I disclaim and dialein all trick and 
contrivance. The country is within our natural 
limits—geographically appurtenant to our coun- 
try, essential to our political, commercial, and 
social system, necessary to our well-being, and 
detrimental to us under the dominion of a foreign 
Power. [twas ours for sixteen years—from 1803, 
when Mr. Jefferson acquired it, to 1819, when Mr. 
Monroe’s Cabinet impiously threw it away. 

Mr. President, a paragraph from a speech of 
Mr. Adams has been read here—read by the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina immediately on my 
| left—in which the term “ flimsy”’ is applied to our 
ancient claim to southwest Louisiana. Surely 
this term can have no application to the seventy 
thousand square miles of territory between the 
Red river and Arkansas, stretching to north lati- 
tude 42°, which the French occupied as a part 
of Louisiana from the year 1720; and which our 
traders were occupying under licences from the 
| superintendent of Indian affairs, at St. Louis, 

when the unnatural surrender of 1819 was made. 
Surely it can have no application to the valley of 





exico and Texas cannot live together under 
the same Government. Natural and moral causes 
forbid it. One would have to subdue the other; 
and in this conflict of necessity between two 
races, the vanguard of the Anglo-Saxon race 


Geographically and physically, Mexico and 
Texas are distinct; and the deep cotton and sugar 
lands of this appendage of the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, requiring a laborious cultivation, present 
no attraction to the indolent pastoral and mining 

opulation of the ancient empire of Montezuma. 
n three hundred years they had formed no set- 
tlement in Texas, lying at their door, (for the 
settlements of Nacogdoches and San Antonio were 
presidios, with herdsmen attached,) while north- 
west, along the pastoral region, they had ex- 
Moutere and San Francisco—a distance 

exico as far as Philadelphia. 
The Mexicans did not settle Texas. During their 
revolution it was a derelict which adventurers 
fought for. Witness the expeditions of Ross, 
Long, Toledo, and others. At last they gave it 
away to an American gentleman who asked for 
it—Mr. Moses Austin, a native of Connecticut, a 
man of head and nerve, and who was the founder 
of Austin’s colony,and who went from Missouri. 
This shows what little value Mexico has ever set 
on Texas, and how easy it would be in us, by 
the mere observance of civility and justice, to get 


Peace and separation are the interest of Mex- 
ico, as well as of Texas; and of that Santa Anna 
has been convinced since the day of his epeene 

events, 
and the usediation of great Powers, were in the 
progress of consummation, when this doomed 
Administration, with its wretched schemes and 
miserable pretexts, interfered to interrupt the 
work of pacification, and to appear as a mischief- 
maker where others were officiating as peace- 
It is in vain to deny the armistice! It 
has been proclaimed, and acted under in the stay 
of arms. Nota gun has been fired since it was 


|| the Upper Red river, a water of Mississippi, sur- 
rendered by that treaty. Surely the term can have 
no application to the eastern parts of Texas, so 
early discovered, and settled by the French, and 
so naturally and indissolubly appurtenant to the 
valley of the Mississippi. Surely it can have no 
application to any part of the territory thus re- 
claimed by Mr. Adams, in his letter to Don Louis 
de Onis, of October 31, 1818: 

“The right of the United States to the river Mississippi, 
and to all the waters flowing into it, and to all the territo- 
ries watered by them, remains as entire and unshaken b 
anything now adduced by you as by anything which h 
ever preceded it in the discussions between the two Gov- 
ernments. It(the right of the United States) is established 
beyond the power of further controversy; nor could it 
answer any useful purpose to reproduce proofs which have 
already more than once been shown, and which, remain 
unimpaired, must henceforth be considered by the Uni 
States as not susceptible of refutation.” 

Surely the term “ flimsy”’ could not, and did 
not, apply to any part of the territory, our title 
to which was thus peremptorily asserted. It 
could notapply to it, and thecontext of the quoted 
speech shows that it did not; but to that part only 
of the western Texas which claimed extension to 
the lower Rio Grande. This was always a dis- 
puted pretension; and appeared to me to be (ac- 
cording to what I believe is considered fair in 
diplomacy) only set up for the purpose of being 
surrendered, to save something else. For my 
part, I would not accept the Rio Grande, neither 
in whole nor in part, as a boundary for the Uni- 
ted States, if offered to us as a gracious present. 

The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr, W oop- 
BuRY] seemed to find in the resédlution of Con- 

ress of 1806 something of an excuse or precedent 
ie the sacrifices of 1819; but it is all a mistake. 
That resolution, so far as it applied to our south- 
western boundary, was consonant to the great 
geographical divisions of the country—consonant 

to our rights and interests—and conformable to 
what we now propose, and what General Jack- 
son proposed in 1829. That resolution author- 
ized Mr. Jefferson to treat upon the basis of 
securing to the United States all the country 
drained by the waters of the Mississippi, leaving 
to Spain an ample barrier on the side of Mexico. 
This would have saved us all the valleys of the 
Red river and Arkansas, and all the country be- 
tween them, and it would have placed the bound- 
ary in some of the vast prairies, or along some 





Texas. This was the resolution of 1806; and 

the Senator from New Hampshire can find in it 

no justification of the parricidal treaty of 1819. 
Praise of Texas is now the order of the day, 


of the solitary streams, in the western parts of 
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and many tongues are encomiastic in her favor 
which were formerly quiet and still. I have no 
need to engage in that vocation. Recollections 
will supply. with me, the 

tion, ane 


she had but few friends, and they as disinterested || 
In 1829, when General Jackson and | 
Mr. Van Buren were endeavoring to recover the | which we are now in a fury to repair—must re- 


as myself, 


country, | wrote thus: 


| 


place of present inven- | 
present me as the friend of Texas when | 


i 


* It is usual for the eyes of regret to discover, in lost ob- 


visible in the period of possession ; but this is not the case 
with Texas. ‘The vision of her attractions is not the post 
mortem apparition—is not a new conception, a modern 
invention, of date posterior to the treaty of 1819. They 
were seen upon the first view, felt in the first approach 
and described in the first exclamations of the first civilized 
explorers that explored her soil. ‘A mostdelicious coun- 
try; fertile, beautiful prairie, covered with grass and flow- 
ere; vast meadows, and most delightful champaign coun- 
try; dry, pares elastic air; springs of sweet waters; clear 
and rapid streams; no swamps; abundance of buffalo, 
horses, and deer.’ Such are the exclamations—such the 
testimony of the companions of La Salle, in 1685—such 
the early pretensions of Texas to the character of salubrity, 
ae well as of beauty and fertility, which the lapse of a cen- 
tury and a half has confirmed and established. Texas, in 
fact, ‘ the north of Italy,’ ‘the seuth of France,’ of North 
America; and made so by the same causes which make 
northern Italy and southern France the paradise ef Europe 
—the proximity of mountains covered with snow ; elevated 
surface; clean shores; due interspersion of hills and val- 
leys, of woodland and prairie; and complete openness to 
the reception of the sen breeze. The snowy mountains lie 
in the northwest; the hills of Santa Saba traverse the length 
of Texas, parallel to the course of Red river, whose waters 
they turn from it to the Gulf; and this snow-capped mount- 
. in and extended ridge of hills, approaching nearer to the 
sea than any other bigh lands in our part of North America, 


with a complete exemption from swamps, give to this fa- | 


vored region that peculiar elasticity of atmosphere aud 


salubrity of climate which was remarked by the first ex- 
plorers, and is experieyced by the latest settlers.’’ 

I have no need to plead the cause of annexation 
now. Idid that twenty-five and fifteen years ago. 
La Salle and .2mericanus will bear me that testi- 


mony. In those papers I gave reasons (besides | 
the political and commercial, so often repeated) | 


for the recovery of the sacrificed territory which 
the modern converts—the Texan neophytes— 
have not yet reached, 1 gave moral reasons, re- 
sulting from the transfer of a large and fair por- 
tion of the earth from the dominion of a al 


with civil and religious liberty and the lights of 
education, to a despotism where every right of 


man was trampled under foot, every light of the 
mind extinguished, and all civil and religious 
liberty annihilated. These were moral objections 
to the treaty of 1819 which the present partisans 
of annexation have not reached, and which the 
Texan revolution has superseded. But they are 
good and valid against the treaty of 1819, and 
should never be omitted in any reference to that 
execrable act. I shall publish the ninth number 
of La Salle*—extracts from it—as a note to these 


* La Salle, No. 9—Extracts. 


“The catalogue of objections ¢> that part of the treaty of 
1819, which establishes the southwestern boundary of the 
United States, long and heavy as it has been, is still imper- 
fect and incomplete. Jt embraces the politica) objections 
alone, to which the moral are yet to be added. Formidable 
as the former were, the latter will rival and excel them. 
To state these moral objections is the object of this paper; 
but how different the task to that which has gone before! 
The statement of the political objections required nothing 
in the writer but an accurate knowledge of the subject, 
some method of arrangement, and a reasonable perspicuity 
of style—an address to the bead alone. But the painting 
and exhibition or the moral objections addresses itself both 
to the head and heart, and requires the philosophic mind, 
the sublime and glowing imagination of Burke. I shrink 
from the task, alalkned at its magnitude, and oppressed with 
the weight of conscious inability to pertorm it. [ surrender 
all pretensions, forbear all effort, to paint the hideous por- 
traits; and limit myself to the unambitious occupation of 
drawing the outline and writing the labels—of gathering up 
and placing before the eyes of the reader ‘ the marrowless 
skeletons of these moral deformities.’ 

** First at the head of this new species of objections should 
be placed the immoral artifice, which appears on the face 
of the treaty, to give jurisdiction to the treaty-making power 
over a subject which does not belong to it, which, by the 
Constitution of the Republic, belongs to the legislative de- 
partment.”? ° e ° ° . ° = ' 

«It is too well known—the intelligent reader will hardly 
pardon the brief recital—that the boundaries between the 
legislative and the treaty-making powers of our Government 
have never been settled, and that there are many points 
(unhappily too me ai which each may invade, with a 
specious manifesto of right in its hand, the actual and legit- 
imate province of the other. There are other points, how- 
ever, at Which these boundaries are fixed, and at which the 
dividing line cf power cannot be crossed by either, without 
incurring the guilt and odium of lawless and wanton inva- 
sion. Of these points of limitation, thus visible and well 
established, the most fixed and immovable, the most noto- 
rious and incontrevertible, may be assumed to be the right 
of jurisdiction in the treaty-making power over the ques- 
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remarks, and as an evidence of what I thought of 
Texas and her betrayers years ago, always re- 


_membering that Mr. Adams has transferred the 
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| 
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blame with which he was then so liberally loaded 
from his shoulders to the majority of Mr. Mon- 
roe’s Cabinet. It was a southern President and 
a southern Cabinet which did us the mischief 
pair in a minute—now or never! 


Let the South 


_remember this when seized with a fury against 
jects, beauties, charms, and periections which were never || 


northern men. The dispatch and instructions of 
Mr. Van Buren, in 1829, to Mr. Poinsett, to ne- 
gotiate for the recovery of Texas, will stand for- 
ever as the rebuke of the Cabinet vote which gave 
her away. 

We hear much of the danger of disgusting 
Texas, and driving her into the arms of the British. 
I, who know the Texans, have no such fears. 
But those who have, have only to vote for this 
bill, and they will administer an effectual remedy 
to their own alarms. The terms repulse, reject, 
refuse, spurn, and drive away, will then have no 
more place on paper, or in sound, than they have 
in reason. ‘Texas will still be solicited to come 
into our Union, and will have the authentic assur- 
ance of a cordial reception which will admit of 
no mistake. 


tion of national boundary ; and the right of jurisdiction in 
the legislative department over cessions of national terri- 
tory. At this point there is no room for doubt or inquiry; 
for a question and an answer ; for the assertion or sugges- 
tion of two opinions. It belongs to the President and the 


| Senate, by amicable negotiation with foreign Powers, to 


settle and adjust disputed questions of coterminous bound- 
ary—bona fide questions of doubt and uncertainty, where 


| room exists for the maintenance of two opinions, such as 
| the question of the northeastern boundary 


tween the do- 
minions of the United States and the British King. On the 
other hand, the cession of national territory is a right as 
clearly belonging to the legislative department, and is ex- 
clusively vested in it by the second section of the thied arti- 
cle of the Constitution, which gives Congress express 
power ‘ to disposeof’ - * * * ‘territory or 
pother roperty belonging to the United States.» * * 
* Doubtless the negotiator of the Florida treaty in 1819 
who had been an embassador in 1794, had seen an 
read the clause in the Constitution which had just been 
quoted—the clause relied on by Mr. Clay, in the well-known 
speech and resolutions against the constitutionality of the 
treaty; and equally doubtless that to anticipate and avoid 
the objection growing out of that clause, the negotiator had 
recourse to the ostensible name of a settlement of limits. 
Such is the character and import of the treaty. The title 
displays the label of a‘ settlement of limits:’ the preamble 
follows out, embodies, and amplifies the idea. ‘To des- 
ignate with precision the limits of their respective border- 
ing territories in North America,’ is the specious language 
which covers the double offense of violating the Constitu- 
tion, and sacrificing the national territory, which enables 
the treaty-making power to invade the legislative depart- 
ment, and sanctifies the surrender of two hundred thousand 
square miles of our territory, to which the negotiator, 
three months before, had declared the title of the United 
States to be entire, unshaken, and not susceptible of refu- 
tation! Not only is the settlement of boundary declared to 
be the object, but terms and phrases are selected, and em- 
ployed to imply a nice and critical adjustment of a tremu- 
lous and conterminous line. ‘To designate’—that is, to 
mark out what already exists—‘ with precision’—i. e. with 
a nicety—‘ limits’—i. e. the outer edges—‘ bordering terri- 
tories’—i. e. territories which touch each other. Such are 
the phrases which attest the ostensible and declared object : 

et what is the deed that is done under these phrases? 1. 

‘exas, with its ancient boundary of the Rio Grande del 
Norte, is givenaway! 2. Eighty thousand square miles of 
territory on this side of Texas isalsogivenaway! 3. The 
navigation of four domestic and interior rivers is portioned 
out to a foreign Power! 4. The boundary of the Rio del 
Norte, asserted by us since the acquisition of Louisiana, 
is given up! 5. The boundary of the Colorado of the bay 
of St. Bernard, and the mountains which separate the val- 
leys of the Mississippi and the Rio del Norte as solicited 
by Don Pizarro at Madrid in 1818, is surrendered! 6. The 
boundary of the Red river of Natchitoches, as sometimes 
claimed by the Spaniards, is also surrendered! 7. A new 
line, never mentioned in any previous discussion, never 
heard of by the public, cutting the valley of the Mississippi 
diagonally through thirteen parallels of latitude, and sixteen 
of longitade—a new line of two thousand four hundred 
miles in length, every inch of it within our natural and 
acknowledged limits, is established! 8. Some hundred 
thousand square miles of national territory are ceded to a 
a foreign Power! 

2. It transferred two hundred thousand square miles 
from a republic to a monarchy—from the flag of freedom to 
the scepter of depotism—from such a republic as the United 
States to such a king as Ferdinand VII. The treaty was 
made with that king—the country was ceded to him—the 
———_ upon it, and tu be upon it, were to be the subjects 
of his crown ; and, if this has not happened—if the territory 
and the peuple are not under the odious and despicable 
tyranny of this king—it is not the effect of any merit in the 
treaty. but results from the s termination of that 
revolution which it was the avowed object of the treaty to 
obstruct and prevent, by interposing a ‘ desert’ to impede 
the march of troops, to arrest the communication of repub- 
lican ideas, to intercept the light of liberty, and to shut out 
the name and knowledge of these free States from the whole 
viceroyalty of Mexico. : 

“3, Keligious liberty appears next to plead the cause of 
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I now ask leave to bring in the bill of which | 
gave notice, premising that it is a bill of pring; 
ples, not of details—that it is the basis for treaties, 
in negotiating upon which the President may — 
the assurance which the House of Represents. 
tives gave to Mr. Jefferson in relation to the —— 
subject in 1806—that, in whatever he does in can 
formity to these bases, he will have the approba, 
tion and support of Congress. : 

Mr. B. then offered his bill, as follows: 


A bill to provide for the annexation of Texas 
aan to the Uniteg 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the United 
States be, and he hereby is, authorized and advised too 
negotiations with Mexico and Texas for the adjustment of 
boundaries and the annexation of the latter to the United 
States, on the following bases: 

1. The boundary of the annexed territory to be in the 
desert prairie west of the Nueces, and along the highlands 
and mountain heights which divide the waters of the Mis. 
sissippi from the waters of the Rio del Norte, and to jai. 
tude forty-two degrees north. 

2. The people of Texas, by a legislative act, or by an 
authentic act which shows the will of the majority, to ey. 
press their assent to said annexation. 

3. A State to be called “‘The State of Tezas,” with 
boundaries fixed by herself, and an extent not exceeding 
that of the largest State in the Union, be admitted into the 
Union, by virtue of this act, on an equal footing with the 
original States. 

4. The remainder of the annexed territory to be held 





universal toleration, and to accuse, at the bar ofall Christen- 
dom, a treaty which removed so large and so fair a portion 
of the earth from the liberal indulgence guarantied by our 
Constitution to every human being whom it protects—the 
liberty to worship his Creator in the manner he pleases— 
and placed it under a dominion which permits but one 
form of the Christian religion, and that under the guardian- 
ship of the terrible Inquisition. 

‘* 4. Science follows in the train of civil and religious 
liberty, to accuse and denounce a treaty which enlarged 
the boundaries of ignorance and mental darkness personi- 
fied in the Spanish Government over her American colo- 
nies, (at the expense of the country which, above all others 
upon earth, is the greatest promoter of education and learn- 
ing among the people,) and by which an immense region 
was taken from the dominion of light and transferred to 
the dominion of darkness. Persons unacquainted with the 
black and jealous despotism of the Spanish kings over their 
American possessions, will hear with astonishment thatno 
book, except of religion, printed since the era of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, would be admitted into the Spanish colo- 
nies, except upon a special license—nor then, if it con- 
tained one word favorable to the rights and liberties of the 
human race. Ignorance, profound and universal, in the 
body of the ple, was the aim and care of the royal Gov- 
ernment. ucation was reserved for the upper ranks and 
the civil and religious orders. Cimmerian darkness was 
spread by law, und perpetuated by the cares of the Govern- 
ment, over the minds ofthe multitude; and, to enlarge the 
dominion, to extend the circle, to increase the empire, of 
this hiedous policy, abhorred of God and man, were two 
hundred thousand square miles of territory taken from the 
republican flag of the United States, and placed beneath 
the iron scepter of Ferdinand VII. 

«5. The inhabitants of Africa, subject to be torn from their 
native soil by a traffic at which humanity shudders—which 
morality qualifies as diabolical—which the laws denounce 
as piratical—have a right to lift their cries and im 
tions against this treaty. Asa part of the United States, 
no inhabitant of Africa could be carried in bondage to 
Texas ; as a part of the dominions of the kings of Spain, 
it becomes a new and enlarged theater for the perpetration 
of the African slave trade. 

‘©The Mexican revolution has prevented this conse- 
quence, and has even abolished every species of slavery; 
but the negotiator of the treaty of 1819 can claim no merit 
for this abolition. He could not foresee that the revolution, 
if successful, would abolish slavery ; and the treaty itself 
was made upon the idea that the revolution was a rebel- 
lion, and for the avowed purpose of obstructing its suc- 
cm” we * “Two hundred thousand 
square miles of territory, on which nothing but the miti- 
gated hereditary slavery wn in the United States could 
have existed, was given up to the slavery of the native 
free-born African. Nay, more: eighty thousand square 
miles of this quantity, which was aiterwards included in 
the compromise line, and exempted from slavery, were thus 
surrendered to the atrocities of the slave trade supply. 

‘6, A considerate humanity will place iu the list of moral 
objections to this ey the deprivation of the near and 
salubrious retreat provided by Providence for the inhabit- 
ants of the Lower Mississippi. Fatal and periodical dis- 
eases admonish the people of the South of the annual neces- 
sity of withdrawing for a season from the cities and places 
exposed to contagion or infection, or to the deleterious ac- 
tion of local causes. 

“ Providence, which does nothing in vain—whjch per- 
mits no evil without providing a remedy—had furnished in 
the salubrious atmosphere and proximate territory and 
mountains of Texas a safe and ready retreat to the 
of the Delta in the period of their autumnal fevers. e 


wisdom and patriotism of Jefferson, and the Congress of 


1 gave them a title to this providential advant- 
age; the treaty of 1819 deprived them of it. The moral 
magne, founded in the wisdom and goodness of God, exists. 
The legal right, dependent on the sovereignty of tne soil, is 
lost and gone-—wantonly sacrificed—and only to be recov- 
ered by wisdom, by patriotism, by money, with the lapse 
of time, and the concurrence of fortune. 

“7, The seventh and last of the moral objections to this 
treaty will, in the opinion of many, a in enormity 
either of the others, and be equally entitled to stand at the 


head, or close the rear, of the formidable list. It is, indeed, 
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sod disposed of by the United States as one of their Ter- 
, and to be called *‘ the Southwest 2? 

“ The existence of slavery to be forever prohibited in 
northern and northwestern part of said Territory so as 
divide, as equally as may be, the whole of the annexed 
vastty between slaveholding and non-slaveholding States. 
¢. The assent of Mexico to be obtained by treaty to such 
gunexation and boundary, or to be dispensed with when the 
Congress of the United States may deem such assent to be 


ment of the present session, intruded itself, and || district, South Carolina, in favor of the annexa- 
selected its victims, to remind us that we are but || tion of Texas; which was laid on the table. 

pilgrimsand sojourners on the earth as our fathers Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, presented the 
were. remonstrance of Ellihu Smith and seventy-six 

Amon H. Reap, our late esteemed associate || others, of Rensselaer county, New York, against 
and friend, is nomore. He died at his residence || the annexation of Texas. 
in Montrose, Susquehannacounty, Pennsylvania, BANKING IN THE DISTRICT. 
surrounded by an affectionate family and sympa- ; : 
thizing friends, who did all thathuman kindness || Mr. PRATT asked leave to introduce a bill 
could do to alleviate the sufferings of his last ill- || 8uthorizing a system of banking in the District of 
ness, and smooth his passage through the dark Columbia; which was objected to, and not re- 
valley of the shadow of death. ceived. 

Mr. Reap was born at Shelburne, in the State 
| of Vermont, on the 12th of June, 1790. He re- 
ceived his education partly in the University at 
Burlington, in his native State, and partly at Wil- 
liamstown College, inthe State of Massachusetts, 
and was a goodclassicalscholar. In 1814 he set- 
tled in Montrose, Pennsylvania, where he resided 
to the day of his death. 

My acquaintance commenced with Mr. Reap 
in 1827, when he first took his seat in the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania. Our friendship continued 
uninterrupted from that time till a few weeks since, 
when he left the seat of Government for his home 
to leave his remains among those who knew him 
best and lovedhim most. Mr. Reap was elected 
to the popular branch of the Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature five successive sessions. Although he could 
not be called the originator of our State internal 
improvement system, yet it owed much of its 
progress to completion to his energy, activity, and 
perseverance. In 1832 he was elected a member 
of the State Senate, and for four years was actively 
engaged in carrying out his early views on the 
subject of our improvement system. In 1836 he 
was elected a member of the convention to amend 
the constitution of the State; and here, although 
on a new theater, and having new objects to en- 
gage his attention, the character of Mr. Reap for 
talents lost nothing by the change. He appeared 
to much advantage, when coming in mental col- 
lision with the talented men who were assembled 
together on that occasion. He showed himself 
intimately acquainted with our forms of govern- 
ment. He was bold in announcing his views, and 
energetic in carrying them out. The various 
speeches made by him on that occasion will hand 
down his name to posterity as a civilian of the 
first order, logical in debate, and energetic in 
action. A short time after the dissolution of the 
convention, he was elected State Treasurer, in 
which situation he served one year. He was sub- 
sequently elected twice as a member of Congress. 
Here his talents were not so conspicuous, nor 
could they be properly estimated, because, pre- 
vious to his taking his seat, that fell destroyer, so 
flattering in its progress to the subject of it, yet 
holding out no consoling hopes to the observant 
friends, had marked him for its victim. He died 
of consumption, on the 3d instant, in the fifty- cultiva : H 
fourth year of his age. a distinguished member of all the deliberative 

Mr. Reap was a sincere friend, an affectionate || assemblies with which he was associated, so lon 
husband, and a kind and tender parent. He left || asthe health of his body permitted the free an 
no wife to sorrow over his grave—the partner of || full exercise of the powers of his energetic mind. 
his bosom having preceded him to the tomb but He is now no more! In the circumstances at- 
a few short months; but he has left an amiable || tending this painful event how forcibly are we 
and, interesting family, to whom the bereavement || reminded of the uncertainty of all human ealcu- 
must be peculiarly poignant. ° Let his example || lations! When I first had the honor of taking a 
urge them on to imitate his course; and while they || seat upon this floor as a member, it was in com- 
lament his death, they Jament not as those with- |} pany with my friend and colleague, the imme- 
out hope. He died as he had lived, ‘* an honest || diate predecessor of Mr. Reap, whose death we 
man, the noblest work of God.”’ now deplore. That gentleman = Dimock) 

Mr. S. concluded by submitting the following || was then in the enjoyment of health and all the 
resolutions: rainbow prospects of buoyant youth and brilliant 

Resolved, That the Senate has received, with deep sensi- || expectations. At the next session we were called 
bility, the communication from the House of Representa. || to the solemn ceremony of placing him upon the 
Representative in: Congress from the State of Pennsylvania. long list of those whom the angel of death selected 

lved, That, in token of sincere and high respect for || for his victim from the Pennsylvania Represent- 
the memory of the deceased, the members and officers of atives. He served to swell the unexampled num- 
the Senate will wear crape on the left arm as mourning for || her that made Pennsylvania a chief mourner, and 
ee Sey lled h tedly to deplore her loss. At 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect, the Senate || © uu'se rapes a 
do now adjourn. the commencement of the present session, Mr. 














































unnecessary. ; 
7, Other details of the annexation to be adjusted by treaty 
w far as the saine may come within the scope of the treaty- 


aking power. 

The bill was then read, and ordered to a second 
reading; and, on motion of Mr. BENTON, or- 
dered to be printed. 


DEATH OF HON. A. H. READ. 


A mes was received from the House, an- 
souncing the death of Hon. Atmow H. Reap, 
je a Representative from the State of Pennsyl- 
yania, and that resolutions had been adopted tes- 
tifying the respect of that body for the memory 
of the deceased, and asking the concurrence of 
the Senate therein; which was read. 

Mr. STURGEON. Mr. President, the mes- 

just received announces to us that death has 
again been in our midst. Whilst we have been 
earnestly engaged in the vain struggles of this 
mortal life, death has often, since the commence- 










CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, asked leave to offer 
a resolution that the bill of the Senate making ap- 

ropriations for the continuation of the Cumber- 
and road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Il- 
linois, be made the special order of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved a suspension 
of the rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. HARPER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
resulted—yeas 82, nays 83. 

Mr. ELLIS moved that the rules be suspended, 
for the purpose of going into the Committee of 
the Whole on the Post Office bill; but, after some 
conversation, withdrew the motion. 


DEATH OF HON, A. H. READ. 


Mr. BIDLACK. Mr. Speaker, in pursuance 
of the request of the delegation from Pennsylva- 
dia, I have risen for the purpose of announcing 
the mournful intelligence of the death of one of 
our colleagues. Hon. Atmonp H. Reap, late a 
member of this House, died on the 3d of the 
present month, at Montrose, the place of his res- 
idence, in the county of Susquehanna. Mr. 
Reap was fifty-three yearsof age. He was born 
at Shelburne, in the State of Vermont; he was 
three years at the University at Burlington, and 
subsequently a student at Williamstown College, 
in Massachusetts. 

In the year 1814 he settled at Montrose, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, where he became a re- 
respectable member of the bar. In 1827 he was 
elected a member of the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture, and having served faithfully five years in 
the House of Represnntatives, he was chosen a 
member of the Senate, where he remained four 
years. Before the expiration of his senatorial 
term, he was elected a senatorial delegate to the 
State convention to amend the constitution. In 
1840 he was elected treasurer of the State, and 
was subsequently returned to fill a vacancy ae 
a member of this body in the last Congress. In 
all these numerous and varied political relations, 
he acted well his part, and *‘ there all the honor 
lies.” He was possessed of a strong, vigorous, 
and cultivated intellect, which enabled him to be 


Ti sae eden tiekionesentniassaiieensenscenidneaaNtabli ial tionliabiaeanaies 
aheavy objection, involving a direct breach of the positive 
coumands of God, and presenting an open offense against 
we design Of Proviaence and the social order of the civil- 
jred world.’ * * - ” * God gave the earth 
oman, With a positive command to subdue and cultivate 
i, replenish it, and multiply upon it. He gave him domin- 
ion over the beasts of the forest, the fowls of the air, the 
fish of the seas ; over the herb and the grass, and the creep- 
ing thing that cometh upon the earth. Whosoever, then, 
undertakes to remove any portion of the earth from under 
the dominion of man, and.to perpetuate upon it the domin- 
jon of the beast, violates the command of God, frustrates 
His divine intention, and sins against the social order of 
the universe. This terrible denunciation the negotiators 
of the Florida treaty have richly and conspicuously earned. 
They made to the Spanish ministers the proposition of es- 
tablishing a ‘desert’ between the United States and the 
frontiers of Mexico, and pressed it upon them. They made 
the proposition twice in conversation, and three times in 
writing, at Madrid; it was made again in all the form of a 
drawn-up article at Washington, and territory gratuitously 
offered within the limits of the Republic, to compose its 
entire extent, great and excessive as that was.’’ * * 

“ Impious as was this conception of a desert—sinful as 
itwas against God, unnatural as it was towards man, hostile 
as it was to republicanism, and to social order, it was not 
without example in the history of British America, in ref- 
erence to the same magnificent and imperial valley, and 
for the same monarchical purpose, of preventing the growth 
and establishment of republican States. The famous Lord 
North, author of the stamp act and tea tax, and architect, 
in spite of himself, of the American Revolution, was the 
prime conceiver, and first projector, of a desert in the fuir 
and fruitful valley of the West. He brought forward his 
+4 in the British Parliament, in the winter of 1774-75. 

‘he scheme was to establish a desert of two hundred and 
fifty thousand square miles on the eastern slope of the great 
valley, covering all the territory now comprised in the 
States of Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, 
and a part of Alabama—his object, to prevent freemen, 
American colonists, from planting themselves in this beau- 
tiful region, and forming a republic. The indignant elo- 
quence of Burke denounced this impious conception— 
crushed it in the shell, and delivered up its author to an im- 
wortality of reproach. (1) But in perpetuating the scheme 
of the projector, he also perpetuated the memory of the 
0g Na in this surrender to Spain, we have an imita- 
tion of it. 

St. Louis, November 10, 1829. LA SALLE. 





(1) “As the growing population of the colonies is evi- 
dently one cause of their resistance, it was, last session 
mentioned in both Houses, by men of weight, and received 
hot without applause, that, in order to check this evil, it 
would be proper for the Crown to make no further grants 
ofland. But what would be the effect of this measure ; 
this avarice of desolation; this hoarding of a royal wilder- 
ness? If you stopped your grants, ee would oc- 
cupy without grants. They have already so occupied in 
many places. You cannot station gurrisons in every part 
of these deserts. If you drive the people from one place, 
they will carry on their annual tillage, and remove with their 
flocks and herds to another. Many of the people in the back 
settlements are already little attached to particular situa- 
ations. Already they have topped the Appalachian mount- 
ains. From thence they behold before them an immense 
plain—one vast, rich, level meadow; a square of five hun- 

miles. Over this they would wander without a pos- 
sibility of restraint ; they would change their manners, with 
the habits of their life; would soon forget a Government 


; i Reap, although he was in a feeble state of health 
by which they were disowned; would become hordes of || 1 he question was put, and the resolutions were an My 
lish T te oe uring down upon your unfortified || unanimously adopted; and was anxious, as he aoa had been, to do all in 
frontiers a fierce and irresistible cavalry, become masters The Senate adjourned. his power for the faithfu discharge of the duties 
cant Saverneme, pene councilors, your callesters and Sei hs tp a that devolved upon him. He accordingly re- 
ers, an e followers ered to them. i is ci i 
Such would be, and in no long time must be, the effect of HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. piired to shin 7 £08 Br. 0. Some serene 
attempting to forbid as a crime, and to suppress as an evil Rimmer, lene 10,1004 ecasions Oe OST «FP BOR. Apparens 
command and blessing of Providence— increase and ¥, JU ’ . however, both to himself, his physicians, and his 
multiply.’ Such would be the happy result which an en- The Journal having been read, friends, that neither prudence‘nor duty would 


deavor to keep, as a lair for wild beasts, that earth which 
God, by an express charter, has given to the children of 


men.” — on the resolutions for conciliation with the 
colonies, March i, 1775. a 


Mr. WOODWARD, by general consent of the || sanction any further efforts of that nature. Find- 
House, presented a- preamble and resolutions || ing himself daily growing more feeble, and, as 
adopted at a meeting of citizens of the Lancaster || was very natural, desiring, under such cireum- 
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stances, the soothing cares and attention of his 
own family at his own fireside, for the absence 
of which nothing else could compensate, he made 
use of his litde remaining strength to return to 
his home. It is some consolation to us all to 
learn that he was permitted to arrive there, and to 
breathe his last wishes and last hopes in the pres- 
ence of those who knew him best and loved him 
most. Who does not admit that nothing that I 
can say, and nothing that we can do, will assuage 
their grief or dry their tears? Let their tears 
flow on; | would not stop them if I could; they 
become the woman, whilst they degrade not, but 
elevate the man; and they alleviate the pent-up 
emotions of the wounded spirit. If there be aught 
in this cold world that can assist the consolations 
of religion to smooth the dying pillow, we must 
all look for it, and hope for it, in the angel-like 
ministrations and attentions of those who are 
bound to us by the ties of affection and love. 

i have said he died at home. Is there a heart 
that does not leap at the mention of home? 
we are now soon to part, may I not be permitted 
to take this occasion to wish youall a safe return; 
and whatever may befall us through life, to hope 
that we, when called to die, may * die among our 
kindred and friends,’’ and be surrounded by the 
exhibitions of their regard while we remain, and 


of their remembrance when we are gone. I have | 
been pained to hear it said that all the honors 
paid to the dead are but solemn mockery. Who 


does not feel that these tokens form a kind of 


frontier between this world and the next? be- || 


tween the living and the dead? There is around 
them an eloquence of feeling as deep and strong 
as the sources of life itself. They point beyond 
the din and turmoil of this existence to brighter 
and purer scenes of action above the clouds of 


life’s darkness, and out of the  2:ach of the influ- 


ence of its chilling blasts and merciless storms. 

There is, perhaps, no emotion of the human 
heart more ennobling and commendable, and, at 
the same time, more controlling, than that which 
constrains us to desire the love and esteem of 
those who are associated with us while we live, 
to be with our family and friends when we die, 
and to have an assurance that our memories shall 
be cherished with tokens of grateful recollection 
when we are gone. Oh! who could endure to 
live without friends; or, having them, to die, in 
the expectation of being forgotten by them? It 
was the influence of feelings like these, under 
the fear of being to ** dumb forgetfulness a prey,” 
that induced the exclamation, ** Plato, thou rea- 
sonest well.”’ 

lt was this which, even under the feeble rays 
of niture’s light, produced that “longing after 
immortality’? which was * brought to light in the 
gospel.’”’ 

This sentiment should be encouraged, not for 
any effect it can have upon the departed, but for 
the benefit of the living. It is,in some measure, 
in expectation of the grateful acknowledgment of 
posterity, that the true philosopher and statesman 
toils amid difficulties; and to some extent, from 
the same motive, the true hero ‘‘ dares to die for 
his country.”’ It is this which has led to the 
erection of the pyramid, the mausoleum, and the 
monument, aaah causes us to look with so 
much emotion upon the tumulus that covers the 
ashes of the saben dead, 

Aside from the hopes in which we may indulge 
beyond the grave, there is nothing but the enjoy- 
ment of this sentiment, which may be termed the 
poetry of our existence, that is so much calcu- 
lated to render existence desirable. It is the en- 
couragement of this feeling which has sanctioned 
the custom, in pursuance of which | have made 
this public announcement of the death of our col- 
league, and now ask the adoption of the following 
resolutions. 

He concluded by offering the usual resolutions 
of condolence and sympathy, agreeing to wear 
erape for thirty days, and, as a further mark of 
respect, the cessation of all legislation during the 
day. 

‘The House then adjourned, 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed | these memorials, he deemed it necessary to advert 
1 : ’ 


_ to some remarks made a few days ago by the hon- || 


to the reporters by the menibers presenting them: 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The proceedings of a public meet- 
ing, beld in the county of ‘Tazewell, in the State of Virginia, 
on the 25th dayof May, 1844; which were laid upon the table. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania : Eight petitions from 
eltizens of Philadelphia, asking an extension of the natu- 

j laws to twenty-one years. 


As | 


| 








| 











j 





| 
| 
| 
i} 





ii 
i} 


i} 


ij 


IN SENATE. 
Torspar, June 11, 1844. 


Mr. BATES presented additional documents in 
relation to the claim of David Ames; which were 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, 

Mr. McDUFFIE presented three several pre- 
ambles and resolutions adopted at public meetings 
of citizens of Beaufort Bridge, in Barnwell dis- 


trict, citizens of Sumpter district, and of citizens || 
of St. John’s Colleton, in South Carolina, in favor || 


of the annexation of ‘Texas to the United States; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from Wal- 
ter S. Alexander, of Alexandria county, District 
of Columbia, praying for the passage of a bill 
changing the venue for the trial of the validity of 
a certain will; which was referred to the Commit- 
ttee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials from 
citizens of Troy, New York, condemning the 
conduct of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate 
in reporting amendments to the bill of the House 
of Representatives, fixing the same day through- 


| out the United States for the election of electors 


of President and Vice President of the United 
States, and praying the Senate to pass the bill as 


| it came from the House, and thus to make its pro- 


visions applicable to the approaching presidential 
election; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
the bill being now before the Senate. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial from sun- 
dry ship owners and masters of the port of Bal- 
timore, praying Congress to direct the institution 


'| of experiments with the oxyhydrogen lime light, 


| 
| 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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popularly called the Drummond light, with the 


| view to its use in the light-houses of the United 


States as cheaper and better than oil or gas; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from D. 
M. Evans, of New York, praying that the pen- 
sion which he formerly had may 3 continued to 
him; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN said it would be recollected, 
that some few days since, he presented a memo- 


| rial from Zanesville, Ohio, in favor of the ratifi- 


cation of the treaty for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States. He stated, when present- 
ing the petition, that he supposed the public had 
been imposed upon as to the fact, that if the treaty 


was not ratified, the British Government would |! 


get possession of Texas—that it was a fraudelent 
imposition upon the public mind. He now pre- 
sented three memorials from the inhabitants of 
the same place, remonstrating against the ratifi- 
cation of that treaty, which, he was understood 
to remark, sustained the position that he then 
assumed, that a fraud had been attempted on the 
era mind, The petitions represent that a very 
arge majority of the people there are opposed to 
the treaty. 
The memorials were laid on the table. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial, nu- 
merously signed, from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
urging, in strong terms, that the Senate ratify the 
treaty for the annexation of ‘Texas to the United 


| States; and, if they should not do it, that both 


Houses of Congress admit Texas as a Territory 


| of the United States; which was ordered to lie 


on the table, ; ' 
Also, two memorials from citizens of the Com- 


| monwealth of Pennsylvania, residents of Phila- 





delphia county and city, asking that the natural- 
ization laws be so amended as to require of 
foreigners a residence of twenty-one years in the 
country previous to the privilege of voting being 
conferred, and that such privileges should be 
granted under more solemn sanctions than are at 


| present required; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ARCHER presented eleven memorials, 
numerously signed by citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, of the same character, 
requiring a residence of twenty-one years of for- 
eigners before conferring on them the privilege of 
voling. 

Mr. A. said, before moving the reference of 


orable Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bocn- 


| ANAN,] in which he expressed the wish that the 


Judiciary Committee would take action on the 
memorials upon this subject this session of Con- 
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June 1]. 
3; from which remarks it might be 
y a _— that _— would e could 
on them this session. 1t was proper th 
morialists should know that a a a ae .o 
before the adjournment to admit of the Possibilite 
| of decided action by the Judiciary Committee u y 
their memorials. He did not, therefore, a 
_in the opinion of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
that that committee should act upon so im ioe 
_a subject in so short a time; and he would take 
ccasion 
dy more 
© matter, 


that opportunity to say that, when an o 
proper should arise, if no one in that bo 
| competent to the task should move in th 
he would put himself forward to make the Motion 
necessary to secure the object of the petioners 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Do I understand the Sen. 
ator from Virginia to say that the Committee on 
the Judiciary would not act upon the memorials 
| this session? 

Mr. ARCHER could not speak for that com. 
mittee, but expressed the opinion that, from the 
shortness of time, it would be impossible for that 
committee to act this session, 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that he had y 
action upon the memorials at the instance of the 
memorialists. He had received several letters ure. 
ing hem to endeavor to procure action upon the 
subject this session. 

r. ARCHER said it was not that he was ad- 
verse to action on the memorials this session, if 
it could be had, which had induced him to make 
the remark; but he wished it to go abroad, with- 
out presuming to indicate it as the excuse of the 
committee, that the time was too short to decide 
upon a question of such magnitude this session, 
| If the committee should find time, he presumed 
| the subject would be attended to. If not, the rea- 

son should be known. It was not nownecessary 
to show that there was no indifference on the part 
of the Senate to the subject of the memorials. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he had listened to the sug- 
gestions of the Senator from Pennsylvania the 
other day on this question, of the action of the 
_ Committee on the Judiciary, in silence, because he 
thought it did not become him to anticipate the 
views or desire of a committee of which he was 
| a member; but, at the same time, under the con- 
viction which he thought actuated every individ- 
ual who had heard the remarks of that Senator 
in relation to attion on a question of this magni- 
tude this session. There could hardly be found, 
| during this part of the session of Congress, any 
committee of this body to bestow the necessary 
attention upon this subject. Here was a question 
| of the greatest importance, and so considered ever 
since the foundation of the Government, which 
| had recently been productive of great excitement, 
| the result of which was very deeply to be de- 

plored. In this state of agitation of the public 
mind, the memorialists had presented their prayer, 
| 








at a very late period of the session of Congress; 
and the Committee on the Judiciary were called 
upon to make a report. These memorialists, of 
course, desire their prayer to be granted. If the 
committee were to act now, they would either 
have to condemn the prayer, or suggest some rule 
of action upon the subject. The Judiciary Com- 
mittee had a variety of matter before them now, 
which engaged and occupied their attention. He 
| had not yet had an opportunity of ascertaining 
| what the opinion of the committee was in rela- 
| tion to the course which ought to be pursued in 
relation to these memorials; and, until that was 
| done, he did not consider himself at liberty to say 
what that course would be. He had reason, there- 
fore, to hope that, in consequence of the urgency 
that had been expressed by the Senaator from 
Pennsylvania, this subject would gain the atten- 
tion of the committee; but at the same time, to 
express the opinion that it was too late in the 
session for the agitation of so important a ques- 
tion, and too late to authorize the anticipation that 
| it would receive the deliberate action of the com- 
| mittee. 

| Mr. ALLEN. I wish to make a remark or two 
| 





on the subject of these memorials, other Senators 
having done so. 

The PRESIDENT suggested that there was no 
question before the Senate. : 

Mr. ALLEN. There is 10 question formally 
| before the Senate; but other Senators have pro- 
ceeded informally to express their opinions as to 


the Judiciary Committee reporting upon the 


the object of the memorialits, and the propriety of 
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